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MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS 

JANUARY 

Central residential areas of Kabul were bombed at night 28 December 1996 by anti-Taliban 
alliance jets. 

The Taliban, on 29 December 1996 after heavy fighting, captured more territory north of Kabul, 
driving the rival forces fiirther away from the city. 

Four bombs were dropped on Qarabagh, north of Kabul, on 30 December 1996, by an anti- 
Taliban jet as the front-lines came under heavy artillery fire. The Taliban had captured Qarabagh 
on 27 December. 

The Kabul international airport came under attack on 3 1 December 1996. 

5 A powerfiil bomb exploded in central Kabul, killing five people. The explosive device had been 
placed in a push-cart in a crowded central city bazaar. This took place hours after a cluster bomb 
attack by jets hostile to the Taliban left four dead and 1 5 injured. 

6 At least 8 bombs were dropped by two jets belonging to General Abdul Rashid Dostum, who is in 
an alliance with the previous Kabul Government forces. 

1 5 Fierce fighting erupted in western Afghanistan between forces of General Rashid Dostum and the 
Taliban, causing substantial losses to both sides. However, no change was reported in the 
positions held by the two sides. This was the first ever battle between the warring factions during 
the holy month of Ramazan. Fighting broke out after reports on Afghanistan indicated that the 
crucial talks held between the Taliban and Dostum representatives in Islamabad had foiled to 
reach any agreement. 

16 The Taliban militia captured the strategic Bagram air-base and the key Provincial city of Charikar, 
capital of Parwan Province, 65 kilometers north of Kabul. 

17 The Taliban seized Kapisa Province, northeast of Kabul, driving out troops loyal to the ousted 
Government. 

23 Taliban captured two strategically important bases, Jabal Siraj and Gulbahar, from forces loyal to 
Masood. 

25 Meanwhile the Iranian news agency (IRNA) claimed that the Taliban had agreed to take part in a 
peace conference on Afghanistan in Tehran, Iran. 

25 The anti-Taliban alliance has blown up a section of the strategic Salang highway to try and block 
the advance of the Taliban, who have been forcing the residents of the area to leave. 
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26 The Taliban claimed to have captured two districts in the strategic Ghorband valley in northern 
Afghanistan and claimed that rival soldiers had switched sides. 

3 1 The Taliban advanced further into the strategic Ghorband valley, north of Kabul . 
FEBRUARY 

2 Taliban captured Sheikh Ali and Sorkh Parsa districts in Parwan Province from Hezb-i-Wahdat 
forces, an ally of the northern leader General Rashid Dostum. 

1 1 A tribal revolt erupted against the Taliban in the eastern Province of Kunar leading to clashes, 
which left four rebels dead. 

11 Taliban authorities launched a campaign to eliminate of un-Islamic elements in the security 
forces. 

12 The Taliban sent fresh reinforcements from Jalalabad to neighboring Kunar Province to crush the 
local rebellion. 

13 At least six people were killed and several injured as Taliban forces launched a counter offensive 
pushing the forces of Commander Mohammed Zarin back to Asmar in Kunar. 

1 8 The Taliban forces were reported to have almost crushed the uprising against its rule in Kunar 
Province. 

23 Taliban forces, after heavy fighting, recaptured the lost districts and crushed the rebel forces in 
Kunar Province. 

24 Taliban forces retook the territory previously lost to the Shiite Hezb-i-Wahdat faction in the 
Ghorband valley northwest of Kabul. 

24 The Taliban claimed the fall of the strategic Shibar Pass, which opens out to Bamyan Province 
and provides access to Baghlan and Samangan Provinces in northern Afghanistan. 

24 Fighting erupted in Baghlan between the forces of commander Ahmad Shah Masood and Hezb-i- 
Islami (Hekmatyar). 

MARCH 

4 Taliban claimed that it had made some battlefield gains against a Shiite fection on the Shibar Pass 
northwest of Kabul. 

12 The Taliban said its forces shot down a jet belonging to Dostum in north-western Badghis 
Province. The claim was made by Taliban spokesman, Sayed Mohammad Haqqani. 
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17 Haji Mohammad Mohaqqaq, on behalf of the Shiite Hezb-^-Wahdat Group in northern 
Afghanistan, appealed to the United Nations and the Islamic countries to stop the Taliban from 
capturing the whole of the countr>' . 

1 7 Claims of military advances by anti-Taliban forces on the isolated front-lines of Afghanistan's 
north western Badghis Province were rejected by a senior Taliban official in Kabul. 

26 Fighting in Badghis had heated up and the opposition forces led by Abdul Rashid Dostum have 
reportedly pushed the Taliban back to the provincial capital of Qala-i-Naw. 

26 Forces opposed to Taliban seized parts of Wardak Province. The opposition forces, mostly 
consisting of Hezb-i-Wahdat forces were said to have established their base in Deh-Morad district 
of western Wardak Province. 

27 The Taliban supreme leader, Mullah Mohammad Omar, and Saudi dissident Osama Bin Laddin in 
their first-ever meeting in Kandahar demanded the withdrawal of US troops from Saudi Arabia. 



APRIL 

2 A top Taliban leader said that Taliban forces had decelerated their activities on war fronts due to 
the cold w eather in the northern parts of Afghanistan, which were under the control of Ahmad 
Shah Masood and Abdul Rashid Dostum. 

6 Mullah Amir Muttaqi, Acting Minister of Information and Culture said "The attack by a group of 
evil and corrupt forces in Dashtgeen valley of Dawlat Shah district of Laghman Province was 
foiled." 

7 Taliban troops launched a new -offensive on Abdul Rashid Dostum in northern Afghanistan. 
"About 2,500 Taliban troops took part in the attack in Badghis Province. 

9 Taliban claimed more gains against Gen. Rashid Dostum's forces in Badghis after fighting. 

12 Fresh fighting erupted between the Taliban and its opponents in Kunar Province. 

1 3 Seventy two Taliban were killed and forty one wounded during fighting in Badghis, radio Tehran 
reported. 

MAY 

4 Taliban captured two key districts in Kunar Province from rival forces backed by ousted President 
Rabbani. 

1 5 According to reports, new fighting erupted at two places in Kunar Province between Taliban and 
its opponents. 
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2 1 Reports say that commanders led by Abdul Malik started fighting against Gen. Rashid Dostum, 
after their decision to join their former enemies, the Taliban. 

2 1 A senior Taliban official Sayed Mohammad Haqani, said that their fighters reached Maimana and 
most of the prisoners of war captured by Gen. Malik's men two days previously were handed over 
to them. 'We have moved a number of these prisoners to Herat but I don't know if former Herat 
Governor Ismail Khan is among them." 

23 Jet fighters belonging to Gen. Rashid Dostum heavily bombed Taliban positions near Sheikh Ali 
District, some 35 kilometers from the central Bamvan Province. 

On the first day of his revolt. Gen. Malik claimed to have captured about 5,000 Dostum men, 
including 100 Generals, in Faryab and Badghis Provinces. Ismail Khan, who had taken refuge in 
Iran after his defeat at the hands of Taliban in September 1995, was one of the four leading 
Dostum commanders captured. Gen. Malik preferred to keep captured soldiers and militiamen 
with him and handed over arrested Heratis and other outsiders to the Taliban. General Malik, who 
had served as Dostum's Foreign Minister and was one of his most trusted lieutenants, announced 
support for the Taliban. 

26 The Taliban captured Takhar Province. Taliban forces coming from the north informed that 
people in Takhar raised white Taliban flags on the tops of their houses and welcomed the 
advancing Taliban forces. 

28 Mazar-i-Sharif, which fell to the Taliban on 24 May, was re-taken by General Malik's forces 
after they pushed back the Taliban. 

28 After having moved over 700 opposition fighters captured recently in northern Afghanistan to 
their headquarters in Kandahar, the Taliban decided to put the former Governor Herat Province, 
Ismail Khan, on trial in an Islamic court. 

29 Forces loyal to anti -Taliban alliance commander Ahmad Shah Masood captured two places, in 
heavy fighting, in Kapisa Province near the town of Jebal-Siraj, 77 km from Kabul. "From a 
100-strong group, only five Taliban returned and the rest were taken prisoners, killed or 
wounded," a Taliban trooper Ziarat Gul said. 

30 Taliban forces counter-attacked against opposition commander Ahmad Shah Masood north of 
Kabul, and captured the town of Jebal-Siraj, the Taliban run Radio Sharia reported. 



JUHE 

4 General Humayoon Fauzi, a spokesman for Taliban opposition said that "the Taliban launched 
some moves towards Gulbahar and Jebul Siraj, but they were repulsed." 
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1 1 Taliban lost the only town held by them in northern Afghanistan, when a three pronged attack 
forced them to retreat from Pul-i-Khumri in Baghlan Province. According to reports the Taliban 
fighters numbering over 2,000 retreated northeast to Baghlan town after abandoning Pul-i- 
Khiimri. 

17 Taliban forces were said to have taken control of Kunduz airport, but it was not clear who 
controlled the capital. 

1 8 Taliban forces captured the northern city of Kunduz, an opposition spokesman said. 

24 Reports indicated that the Taliban received a blow in Parwan Province in the north of the country, 
when all their youngsters were disarmed by the local people, with more than 400 of them being 
taken into custody. 

26 The Taliban announced that they had pushed the Uzbek opposition out of Badghis. 
28 The Taliban repulsed five opposition attacks in the northern Province of Kunduz. 
30 Forces loyal to Hezb-i-Wahdat pushed the Taliban out of two strategic parts of Maidan Shah. 

JULY 

2 The Taliban captured Khanabad district in the northern Province of Kunduz. According to 
reports, the Taliban also entered Takhar Province, controlled by the forces of the ousted 
President Burhanudin Rabbani. 

5 The Taliban captured the strategic town of Jebal Siraj, Gen. Mullah AhduUah said a spokesman 
for Taliban. 

6 In an attack in Kapisa Province, launched from the front-lines north of Bagram air-base at 
Sayed Bridge, a tank was destroyed and 20 Taliban were killed. 

8 Gen. Abdul Malik's forces received a setback when one of its jet-fighters defected to the 
Taliban and landed at Jalalabad airport. 

14 The Taliban were mobilizing thousands of troops for a second offensive on Mazar-i-Sharif 

20 In a military setback, Taliban lost Charikar and Bagram air-base, located 50 kilometers north of 
Kabul, Ahmad Shah Masood's forces led by commander Bismillah Khan. 

23 The Peshawar-based Afghan Consulate reported that all the areas lost to the opposition to the 
north of Kabul had been recaptured. 



14 



ACBAR 



NEWS SUMMARY ON AFGHANISTAN 1997 



23 Forces loyal to Ahmad Shah Masood claimed to be only 25 kilometers from Kabul, after new 
battlefield gains. The Taliban rejected a Japanese call for an immediate cease-fire. 

24 Anti-Taliban forces reportedly made more gains north of Kabul as Taliban rushed in 
reinforcements to bolster defences. 

30 Forces loyal to Ahmad Shah Masood succeeded in beating back a fierce Taliban counter attack 
aimed at dislodging them from high ground some 20 miles north of Kabul. 

3 1 The Afghan Consul said that all necessary arrangements and some extraordinary measures had 
been taken by the Taliban to keep the rival forces away from the capital. 

AUGUST 

4 Taliban and the opposition alliance exchanged artillery and rocket fire as well as bombing each 
other's positions near Kabul. 

7 The Taliban opposition alliance reiterated their refusal to release Taliban prisoners of war. 

10 The Taliban launched a massive attack against Commander Ahmad Shah Masood forces and 
captured the strategic town of Mir Bacha Kot, 30 Km north of Kabul. 

1 1 Top anti-Taliban leaders held a major summit to hammer out, what sources say, a strategy to oust 
Tahban from Kabul. 

16 General Arif Khan, Governor Kunduz, warned the forces of Commander Ahmad Shah Masood to 
stop fighting and shift their front line back to positions held a month ago. Otherwise, some five 
thousand Taliban would attack Mazar-i-Sharif via Samangan. 

27 The Taliban opposition claimed the capture of key areas north of Jalalabad city in a major 
operation by Commander Hazrat Ali. These clashes left 50 people killed or injured from both 
sides in two days. 



SEPTEMBER 

8 Taliban captured Tashkurgan town reaching within 25 kilometers of Mazar-i-Sharif, in 
northern Afghanistan. 

10 Amir Khan Muttaqi, Taliban spokesman, claimed the Taliban controlled the airport in Mazar-i- 
Sharif 

14 Taliban were beaten back from Mazar-i-Sharif Mazar airport is controlled by Wahdat and 
Jumbish and the city is reported almost back to normal. 
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1 7 The Taliban claimed that they had captured the key part of Hairatan. 

18 Heavy fighting was reported between the Taliban and Northern alliance for the control of 
Hairatan, a port on the Amu River (Oxus River). 

20 Mullah Amir Khan Muttaqi said that in a big offensive against the Taliban in the north and 
west of Mazar-i-Sharif. 50 men of the opposition forces were killed and 300 opposition 
soldiers were captured in the fighting. 

25 Taliban reported to have captured Shortapa and Sharak district near Mazar-i-Sharif along with 
50 opposition soldiers. 

30 The Taliban continued to gain ground around Mazar-i-Sharif and were reported to have 
captured the airport and some key installations on the outskirts of the city. Twelve deaths 
resulted from this encounter, including three Taliban. Gen. Dostum, recently returned from 
Turkey, claimed to have beaten back the Taliban fi-om Chamtal and Charbolak districts. It 
was reported that Gen. Dostum and Gen. Malik were ready to pool their resources to fight the 
Taliban forces. 



OCTOBER 

6 Taliban forces seized a couple of strategic areas in Takhar and arrested 300 opposition fighters 
including 1 1 Iranians, fighting for the Northern Alliance, claimed Taliban sources in Peshawar. 

10 According to reports, Taliban fighters were beaten back fi-om the northern Afghan opposition 
alliance stronghold of Mazar-i-Sharif The Taliban also lost Tashkurghan town situated 50 
kilometers east of Mazar. 

13 The forces of Gen. Rashid Dostum and Masood launched simultaneous attacks against Taliban in 
northern Kunduz and captured several districts with the fighting intensifying around the airport. 

13 Iran planned to supply some 20 Iraqi jet fighters to the Taliban opposition, an Arabic newspaper, 
At Hayat. 

14 According to reports, Taliban Interior Minister, Mullah Khaksar, was injured in an attack near the 
Kabul front-lines. 

26 Taliban Commander in Kunduz, Amir Ghulam, along with his 200 supporters, joined Commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 



NOVEMBER 

4 Fighting erupted between the forces of Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum and Abdul Malik in 
Jawzjan and Faryab Provinces; 40 were wounded and a dozen fighters from both sides were 
reported killed. 
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10 Heavy street battles broke out in Mazar-i-Sharif, when troops of Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum 
attempted to disarm soldiers loyal to Abdul Malik. 



23 Reports indicated that heavy fighting erupted in Bangi on the border between Takhar and 
Kunduz Provinces in northern Afghanistan between Taliban and forces of Ahmad Shah 
Masood, with at least eight killed and 14 wounded on both sides. 

DECEMBER 

8 Heavy clashes were reported between rival commanders of the northern anti-Taliban alliance, 
around the city of Mazar-i-Sharif The main highway linking Mazar-i-Sharif to areas north of 
Kabul had also been completely cut due to intense fighting. 

1 1 Clashes between Taliban and opposition faction Ahmad Shah Masood were reported 50 
kilometers west of Kabul. 
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POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 

JANUARY 

Pakistan was planning to re-open its embassy in Kabul, now that a new ambassador to 
Afghanistan had been named. The Pakistan Embassy in Kabul was attacked by people, reportedly 
sent by the Rabbani Government, on 6 September 1995, a day after the fall of Herat to the 
Taliban. The attackers said they were protesting Pakistan's alleged support for the Taliban, an 
allegation which Islamabad had consistently denied. An employee of the Pakistan Embassy was 
killed in the attack and several staffers, including Ambassador Qazi Humayun and Defence 
Attache Brig Ashraf Afridi, were wounded. Islamabad later evacuated its staff and shut down the 
embassy. However, Pakistan consulates in Jalalabad, Kandahar, Herat and Mazar continued to 
operate. 

... Pakistan would become the first country to have a diplomatic presence in Kabul, once its embassy 
started functioning in the Afghan capital. The Indian and Iranian embassies closed when Kabul 
fell to the Taliban on 27 September last year. 

2 The Taliban leadership in Afghanistan declined the proposal of handing over power to former 
Afghan monarch, Zahir Shah; for holding fair elections; and the formation of an elected 
Government in the countr>'. A team of Afghan intellectuals fi-om the United States, Germany 
and Norway recently visited Kabul and held talks with the Taliban. During the talks, the 
visiting Afghan team proposed that the Taliban leaders should hand over Government affeirs to 
the ex-king, Zahir Shah; as it would facilitate the cessation of hostilities and holding of 
elections in the country. The Taliban strongly opposed the demand saying that the student 
militia was taking good care of the administration and had been able to restore peace in the 
capital, as well as other areas held. 

4 Some moderate and peace-loving Afghans once again initiated mediation among warring Afghan 
leaders. They held detailed talks with Taliban leaders in Kabul. 

5 Turkey, Iran and Pakistan jointly called on the warring sides in Afghanistan to declare a cease-fire 
before the holy Islamic month of Ramazan. 

9 The Secretary General of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), Dr. Azeddine 
Laraki, appealed to the warring factions in Afghanistan for a cease-fire during the holy month 
of Ramazan through political dialogue. According to a message received from Jeddah, Laraki 
said eflforts must be made to stop the flow of arms and ammunitions to the warring parties. He 
also expressed his concern over the suffering of the Afghan people due to the continuing 
bloodshed and destruction in the country. He urged the international community, OIC member 
states and Islamic institutions to provide humanitarian assistance to the Afghan people to 
alleviate their difficulties and to overcome the shortage of food and medicines. 
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11 Former Pakistan Interior Minister, Naseerudin Baber, said the dismissal of Benazir's 
Government by President Farooq Leghari had damaged peace efforts in Afghanistan. Baber 
claimed in an interview "The Taliban were flexible and had our Government remained in 
power, there would have been peace in Afghanistan". 

11 The Former Eastern Zone Shura of Afghanistan, after remaining silent for three months, 
reactivated its efforts. Its stalwarts, nominated the former Governor, Haji Abdul Qadeer, as head 
of the Shura, in the first meeting, held in Peshawar. 

13 No major outcome was achieved by the talks between Afghan groups in Islamabad. Previously, 
the UN special envoy, Dr. Norbert HoU, had succeeded in convincing Taliban leaders to sit with 
their adversaries across the table and discuss the Afghanistan issue, with all its complexities, in a 
"spirit of brotherhood". 

1 5 The first direct talks between Taliban and the Supreme Council for Defense of Afghanistan ended 
on a positive note. Apart fi'om agreeing on a number of issues, the two sides also agreed to carry 
forward the process of negotiation. 

... Iran launched a new initiative in the process to end the war in Afghanistan. The Foreign Minister, 
Dr. Ali Akbar Velayati, said that he was inviting all the Afghan fections in mid-January to Tehran 
including the Taliban. The Taliban have had poor relations with Iran, so far. 

A meeting betw een Taliban and US Assistant Secretary of State, Robin Raphel, failed to resolve 
the issues of recognition of the student militia ruling Kabul and eradication of poppy cultivation 
in war-ravaged Afghanistan. 

30 Iran announced its support to Pakistan's proposal to hold another round of inter-Afghan talks in 
Islamabad with the participation of Taliban. Iran said that Tehran and Islamabad would jointly 
launch efforts to persuade Taliban to abandon military options and pave the way for the 
establishment of a broad-based Government in Afghanistan. 



FEBRUARY 

1 Hezb-i-Islami denied that it was part of the military alliance against Taliban. The party 
spokesman Ustad Qareebu-Rahman Saeed rebutted claims by General Yusuf fi'om Jumbish-i- 
Mili in an interview that the Hekmatyar-led party was part of the Supreme Council for the 
Defence of Afghanistan formed against Taliban. 

5 The Taliban said that the election of Nawaz Sharif as Pakistan's new Prime Minister would make 
no difference to Kabul's ties with Islamabad. 

13 Taliban leader and Governor of Nangarhar, Maulavi Abdul Kabir expressed concern over 
Pakistan's leniency to the Afghan leaders, who were conspiring to impose war on the people on 
Afghanistan from its soil. 
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AID AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 

JANUARY 

Though faced with the gigantic task of differentiating between old and new Afghan refugee 
famiHes, UNHCR carefully ended the suspension of new registration at Nasir Bagh Refugee 
camp, Peshawar. 

The United Kingdom agreed a further grant of Rs. 13.4 million for the Widows Feeding Program 
m Kabul. The UK-ODA would provide the funds through CARE-Intemational. 

15 Relief goods, including blankets, tents, tea and other commodities (worth Afs. 550 million), were 
distributed among poor Kabul residents by UNHCR, with the cooperation of UNICEF. 

21 The UN appealed for increased aid to Afghanistan, where 17 years of occupation and civil war 
had cast millions into extreme poverty. "There is no end in sight to the misery of the people of 
Afghanistan,'' Yakushi Akashi, UN Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian Afiairs, said as he 
opened the two-day 'Tntemational Forum on Aid to Afghanistan" (EFAA) in Ashkabad, the capital 
of Turkmenistan. 

2 1 A major conference on Afghanistan opened in the Turkmen capital, Ashkabad, with a call by 
UN Under-Secretar>' General Yakushi Akashi for urgent assistance to rebuild the country and 
thus help restore peace. The Conference, organized by the UN, was attended by some 200 
persons representing donor organizations, NGOs and UN agencies as well as the Asian 
Development Bank and World Bank. 

2 1 The chairperson Ijtem-I-Zanan Afghanistan, Fatana Gillani asked the United Nations to fulfill 
Its responsibilities by providing humanitarian assistance to the newly arrived helpless and 
shelterless Afghan refugees in the newly established camp near Nasir Bagh. 

27 A UN agency reported that around 90,000 Afghans, displaced by fighting, forced evacuation and 
other military activities to the north of Kabul, had entered Kabul over the past three weeks. 

27 UNHCR, in coordination with the Commissionerate for Afghan Refugees began moving newly 
arrived refugees from the over-populated Nasir Bagh camp to new camps in Akora Khatak. 

28 UN sources said that about 10 refugees fleeing fighting in the Provinces die fi-om hunger and cold 
daily. 

FEBRUARY 

1 Poor Afghans are growing poppy to feed themselves in economically frustrated and war-torn 
Afghanistan, a Taliban official admitted. 
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1 8 Forty seven year old Nawaz Sharif took the oath as Prime Minister of Pakistan for the second time 
on Monday 1 7 February after he was elected leader of the house in the National Assembly with an 
unprecedented vote of 177 as against 16 of his rival. President Farooq Leghari administered the 

oath. 

16 A visiting German parliamentarian accused the Taliban of running what he said was close to a 
religions police state, adding that West should be cautious in recognizing them as the legitimate 
Government in Afghanistan. 

19 Efforts were made in northern Afghanistan for the formation of a Government under the 
leadership of former Afghan President, Burhanudin Rabbani, which would be backed by Iran, the 
Russian Federation and central Asian States. 

2 1 A senior member of the Taliban administration in Kabul warned the new Government in Pakistan 
not to support any of Afghanistan's opposition groups. "Pakistan and India have a long standing 
enmity. If Pakistan supports any part>' against the Government in Afghanistan, the Government 
will be forced to strengthen its relations with India, which would not be in (Pakistan's) interest," 
Acting Deputy Foreign Minister Sher Mohammad Abbas Stanakzai said. 

22 The Taliban authorities renewed their appeal for closer contacts with the outside world. A senior 
official said that the differences between the Taliban and the international community stem from 
misunderstandings over the strict Islamic laws they had enforced. 

24 The second round of the UN-sponsored Afghan peace talks began. Dr. Norbert HoU chaired the 
brief opening session which was attended by representatives of the Taliban and other factions. 

The Pakistan Government asked the anti-Taliban Afghan groups either to move to Afghanistan or 
put an end to their support to fighters challenging the Taliban forces in Kunar and other parts of 
the countrv'. 

24 The United Nations warned the Taliban of serious consequences, if it continued to hold two 
French humanitarian workers. 

25 The Defence Minister of Russia and three representatives of ex-Soviet republics m Central Asia 
met, to discuss ways to prevent the conflict in Afghanistan spreading in the region. 

Former Afghan President Prof Sebghatullah Mojadedi warned the Taliban not to commit acts 
which cause unnecessary bloodshed of innocent Afghan Muslims. In a statement, Mojadedi said 
the Taliban would be responsible for the dire consequences resulting from such a policy, which is 
contrary to Shariat and Afghan traditions. 

28 Talks between two opposing sides, the Taliban and the Supreme Council for Defence of 
Afghanistan (SCDA), for a cease-fire and neutral status for Kabul, ended in failure in Islamabad. 
A recent Iranian attempt to stage peace talks also ended in feilure when the Taliban declined to 
attend. 
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28 Tajikistan and Uzbekistan said they had put their military on alert in case of a possible spring 
offensive by the Taliban into Afghanistan's northern border regions. 

MARCH 

6 The Taliban have opened an office in New York to pursue their efforts with the UN and USA for 
recognition of their Government. This was disclosed by a senior Taliban leader Mullah Wakil 
Ahmad, who returned to Kandahar after leading a Taliban delegation to the US. 

6 Under a series of new religious decrees, the Taliban have come up with a bizarre punishment for 
keepmg pigeons and playing with birds. 

The Amr Bil Maruf Wa Nahi Anil Munkir Department of the Taliban sent copies of the 16 point 
set of rules to the offices of the UN agencies, foreign-funded NGOs and all the concerned 
Government Departments for its implementation: 

1 . '^Keeping pigeons and the habit of playing with birds shall be stopped. Violators will 
be imprisoned and the birds shall be killed"; 

2. The Taliban also warned drivers not to pick women from the road side travelling 
without male relatives and clad in Iranian burqas. The action has been taken to prevent, 
as the Taliban describe, sedition and Be-Hijabi. Violators will be arrested and their 
husbands and other male members of the families punished; 

3 . Women should not wear attractive and stimulative dresses outside houses and should 
not be seen without the company of their male relatives; 

4. To prevent music, the Taliban has directed that no cassettes or the relevant equipment 
should make its way into shops, hotels, vehicles and other places. Those violating the 
rule should be put behind bars and their business closed down and to be released only on 
the assurance of five people that this would not be repeated in future; 

5 . To stop people fi'om shaving their beards, the Taliban have ordered the imprisonment 
of the violators until the beards are bushy; 

6. Those not offering their regular five time prayer would be arrested and only released on 
guarantee. All the roads would be blocked and traffic stopped fifteen minutes prior to the 
praying time in fi-ont of those mosques having the facility of water for ablution. If 
young people are seen in the shops during the praying times, they will be arrested 
forthwith and could be sent up to 10 days in jail as punishment; 

7. Taliban also banned use, trafficking and supply of drugs in all the areas under their 
control. Drug addicts will be arrested and a proper investigation made to reach the 
supplier to be punished accordingly for the crime; 
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8. Kite flying has been banned and the people advised not to indulge in such useless 
activities such as betting. The practice of kite flying not only causes the death of children 
due to the presence of millions of land mines all over Afghanistan but deprives them from 
getting education as well; 

9. All shops, hotels, vehicles and other places displaying portraits, posters and pictures 
should be demolished to prevent idolatry; 

10. Gambling is strictly banned and security police ordered to hold violators for one 
month in punishment; 

1 1 . To promote Islamic hair style, Taliban have asked people not to go for the American 
and British hair style which could land them in jail. The concerned Department has been 
authorized to shave the hairs of such people and charge them the expenses of the barber; 

12. Three types of money businesses were declared against Islamic teachings, including 
to charge interest on loans, to charge on changing small denomination notes and to charge 
on money orders; 

13. Young girls have been ordered not to wash clothes along the streams and rivers in the 
cities. Violators will be picked-up and taken to their houses. The male members of the 
families will be punished for the violation. 

14. All music functions and dances have been banned at the wedding parties and the head 
of the femily will be arrested and subsequently punished. Playing of music drums is 
strictly prohibited and the religious elders should decide on the issue in case of violation. 

15. Male tailors have been asked not to sew ladies dresses and take their body 
measurements, adding that if any women or magazines were seen at the tailor's shop, the 
owner will be arrested; 

16. All sorcery related books should be burnt and the magician imprisoned till his 
repentance. 

12 Former Prime Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar reportedly sent a message to the top leadership of 
Taliban, assuring them of his full cooperation. 

19 Mufti Mohammad Masoom Afghani, the new ambassador of Afghanistan to Pakistan, appealed to 
friendly countries and international organizations to re-open missions in Kabul for facilitating the 
rehabilitation process, said in a press release issued by the Afghan Embassy. 

22 Mullah Mohammad Rabbani, President of the acting ruling council of Afghanistan and Head of 
the Taliban delegation visiting Pakistan, met the OIC vice-president Mohammad Mohsen in 
Islamabad as part of his efforts to win the Afghanistan seat in the OIC for the Islamic Government 
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22 Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for Asia Pacific Allaudin Brojerdi said that Tehran is making 
tireless efforts for restoration of peace in Afghanistan. Brojerdi stated "This would neither be in 
the interest of Afghanistan, Pakistan or Iran. In fact, helping different factions would threaten the 
regional peace." 

... Mullah Mohammad Rabbani, Chairman of the Caretaker Council, Afghanistan, drew the attention 
of the Muslim Ummah towards the achievements of the Taliban Government in the past few 
months. He said the Taliban had established an Islamic Government in Afghanistan in 
accordance with the teachings of Islam. 'We have been able to revive peace and stability in most 
parts of the country and have implemented Islamic Law, Hadood Ordinance and removed all 
illegal activities.'' 

27 An Afghan diplomat in Tokyo said that the Japanese Government had started brokering for 
peace in Afghanistan welcoming missions from three of the four warring factions. No 
immediate comments were available from the Foreign Ministry-. Missions from three factions - 
the Shiite Muslims under Karim Khalili, a group led by General Abdul Rashid Dostum and 
one loyal to former President Burhanudin Rabbani - arrived in Japan on 26 March. The 
Government planned to invite a representative from the Taliban in April. 

31 Chief of Hezb-i-Islami, Engineer Gulbuddin Hekmatyar was trying to form a third-force in 
Afghanistan and instead of following his old Islamic ideology, was using the Pukhtoon card for 
this purpose. 



APRIL 

Differences reportedly cropped up between Abdul Rashid Dostum and Ahmad Shah Masood over 
the latter's intention to shift his base to Kolab, a town in Tajikistan. According to another report 
former President Prof Burhanudin Rabbani and Ahmad Shah Masood were also at odds over 
certain issues. ''Rabbani has told Masood in a meeting in Takhar Province not to transcend his 
limits as he is a member of the party, not the leader" 

8 Afghan women would soon be permitted by the Taliban to return to work and attend education, 
a senior official of the Taliban, Mullah Mohammad Hassan Akhund announced via Radio 
Sharia. He promised that "a ban on women entering the work-place of educational institutions 
would soon be lifted." 

9 Pakistan had no immediate plans to recognize the Taliban Government in Afghanistan, Foreign 
Minister Gohar Avub Khan said. 

16 The UN Security Council called for an end to factional fighting in Afghanistan, and urged the 
Taliban to back efforts for a negotiated solution. 

24 An influential 54 member forum of Muslim states is moving closer to recognizing the Taliban 
as the legitimate Government of Afghanistan, Taliban run-radio reported. 
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MAY 

1 3 Hezb-i-Islanii Afghemistan (Hekmatyar) was seriously considering the idea of emerging as a third 
force to bring an end to the long-standing fluid situation and restore lasting peace in the country, 
said the party spokesman, Ustad Qareebur Rehman Saeed. 

14 Uzbek President Islam Karimov lashed out at Pakistan for supporting the Taliban in Afghanistan, 
at the second and last dav of a Central Asian summit. 

'The Taliban Government will protect the women rights in Afghanistan and we are not against 
their education. However, we want separate schools for women and co-education will not be 
allowed. At present, these facilities are not available so we are not in a position to impart 
education to women." stated by Maulavi Abdullah Hamad, Consul General of Afghanistan. 

24 Abdul Rashid Dostum, chief of the Uzbek militia was forced to flee Afghanistan. 

25 Pakistan accorded formal recognition to the Taliban Government in Afghanistan, becoming the 
first country to do so, a day after the Taliban captured the strategic area of Mazar-i-Sharif 

26 Afghanistan under the Taliban is no threat to its neighbours in Central Asia, said Pakistan Foreign 
Minister Gohar Aviib. 

26 Turkey said that it had closed its consulate in northern Afghanistan following a sweeping victory 
by the Taliban against Gen. Rashid Dostum. 

26 Saudi Arabia recognized the Taliban Government in Afghanistan, the second country to do so 
after Pakistan. 

26 Ousted president Burhanudin Rabbani arrived in Tajikistan. 

26 Pakistan started formal negotiations with the Taliban Government after a delegation led by its 
ambassador Aziz Khan arrived in Mazar-i-Sharif. Ambassador Aziz started negotiations with 
Gen. Abdul Malik, who assumed the office of Commander-in-Chief of the joint forces which 
control Mazar-i-Sharif General Malik was appointed as the Deputy Foreign Minister of 
Afghanistan by the Taliban Government. 

27 Taliban are not in favor of working women. They should stay at home. However, we are not 
against employment of 'nurses and doctors in hospitals and women teachers in schools'. 
'Those who say that Taliban are violating human rights, are misleading the public opinion 
against Taliban. 

27 The United Arab Emirates recognized the Taliban regime, the third country after Pakistan and 
Saudi Arabia. 
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27 Pakistan expressed the hope that during the forthcoming Foreign Ministers Conference (OIC) at 
Riyadli, the members would finally extend diplomatic recognition to the Taliban Government in 
Afghanistan. 

JUNE 

2 The Taliban administration closed the Iranian embassy in Kabul and ordered the diplomats to 
leave within 48 hours. 

1 5 Former Afghan King Mohammad Zahir Shah, while expressing concern over fi*esh fighting in 
Afghanistan, said that no one could govern Afghanistan by force. Therefore, Taliban need to 
honor wishes and expectations fi*om the masses to decide future of the country thorough 
traditional Xoya Jirga'. 

1 9 The deputy head of the UN Peace Mission for Afghanistan, Francis Okelo held talks with the 
Shiite Hezb-i-Wahdat leader Karim Khalili in Bamyan on prospects of putting the peace 
process back on the track and initiating serious discussion on cease-fire and a broad-based 
Government in Afghanistan. 

25 Gohar Aj/iib Khan, Foreign Minister of Pakistan said that the Embassies of Pakistan abroad 
were asked to explain the rationale of recognition of the Taliban Government to their host 
Government. 

27 Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Alaudin Brojerdi, called for a broad-based Government in 
Afghanistan, as the only way to end instabilit>^ 

30 Former Afghan President, Sibghatullah Mojadedi, left Pakistan for Afghanistan to try to 
mediate talks between the Taliban and northern opposition leader Abdul Malik. 



JULY 

1 A Pakistani delegation trying to mediate between the Taliban and their opponents arrived in 
Mazar-i-Sharif to hold talks with former Afghan President Burhanudin Rabbani, Gen. Abdul 
Malik and other leaders of the anti-Taliban alliance. 

4 The ''Council for Understanding and Unity of Afghanistan" was revived after dormancy of 
several years. Ishaq Gillani was named as President. The Council's oflBce bearers said that 
they would send a six member delegation to Afghanistan to convince the warring factions for 
cease-fire. They said the Council was in favor of resolving the Afghan problem according to 
the UN program. 

5 Pakistan temporarily recalled all diplomats and staff fi'om its consulate in Mazar-i-Sharif, the 
Foreign Office announced. 
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8 Taliban agreed to a proposal to form a political commission to decide about a cease-fire, 
exchange of prisoners and the future Government set-up in Afghanistan, reported the Additional 
Secretary of the Pakistan Foreign Ministry, Iflikhar Murshid, on his return from Kandahar 
where he held talks with the Taliban leadership. 

10 The UN Secretary Generafs Representative on Afghanistan Dr. Norbert Holl left Islamabad for 
Mazar-i-Sharif to meet the leaders of the northern alliance. 

1 4 The Afghan opposition alliance announced the revival of the Rabbani Government, which had 
been ousted from Kabul by Taliban in September 1996; Mazar-i-Sharif- being the new capital 
of the opposition Government, announced by Gen. Fauzi. 

2 1 A three-member Taliban delegation reached Tokyo on its first visit to Japan at the invitation of 
the Japanese Government. Taliban sources said beside other issues, the delegation would try to 
convince the Japanese Government to recognize the Taliban. 

22 Japan has no plans to recognize the Taliban administration as Government, said a spokesman 
for the visiting Japanese Foreign Minister. 

28 The former Deputy Head of the Nangarhar Shura, Haji Mohammad Zaman, was asked by the 
Pakistan authorities to leave Pakistan. 



AUGUST 

2 The Taliban claimed that Iran assisted Hezb-i-Wahdat in the reconstruction of the strategic 
Bamyan airport. This was, however, denied by Hezb-i-Wahdat. 

3 Mullah Mohammad Omar, the Taliban leader, reiterated that there could neither be meaningful 
peace talks nor formation of a joint political commission until the release of the Taliban prisoners 
of war held by the oppositions. 

4 Mohammed Khatami was confirmed as President of the Islamic Republic of Iran. This followed 
elections on 23 May and Khatami being declared President-elect on 12 June. He received a decree 
to begin his four year term: "the under-privileged segment of society continues to be in need of 
the Government's special attention., and it is the duty of the new Government to address their 
needs and endeavours to achieve social justice." The decree said Khatami was to take the oath of 
office at the Iranian Parliament Monday 4 August as the Islamic Republic's fifth President since 
the 1979 revolution toppled the US backed Shah. But the stamp of approval fi*om Khamenei 
means he immediately takes up his duties as Chief Executive, the official press reported. 

Speaking at the ceremony Khamenei appeared to rule out the possibility of an opening to the west 
under the new President, whose election had been described as "intriguing" and "interesting" by a 
White House spokesman. "Many countries, especially the media, are engaging in felse 
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speculation and expressing their desires/' Khamenei said 'We must try to better understand our 
country and our people as well as their needs and desires" he added. 

8 For restoration of peace in Afghanistan, Pakistan Foreign Minister, Gohar Ayub Khan, called for 
an end to the continuous supply of weapons to the Northern Alliance. 

14 The US State Department decided to temporarily suspend all diplomatic contacts with the Afghan 
Mission in Washington. 

15 Lakhdar Brahimi arnved in Pakistan on his diplomatic efforts to seek a peaceful settlement of the 
Afghan problems. 

19 A local group of Afghans, organized under a Taliban Support Group (TSG), urged the British 
Government to close the Afghan Embass\ in London, housing Northern Alliance diplomats. 

19 Lakhdar Brahimi, held negotiations with leaders of the opposition in Mazar-i-Sharif The 
opposition reiterated their previous demand for the demilitarization of Kabul. 

20 The Taliban warned foreign press that biased, false and Analysis-witness reports will not be 
tolerated. 

20 Lakhdar Brahimi left Islamabad for the Central Asian Republics, as part of his assignment to 
assess the situation in Afghanistan. 

2 1 Abdul Rahim Ghaforzai, a key leader of the anti-Taliban alliance and also the recently appointed 
Prime Minister in the Rabbani Government, was killed in a plane crash while traveling to Bamyan 
to hold talks with the Hezb-i-Wahdat leader on formation of a new cabinet. A number of other 
senior leaders were also reported as killed. 

The leader of Hezb-i-Islami, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, called for a third Afghan force to resolve the 
conflict as both Taliban and Northern Alliance have failed so far to deliver anything. 

30 The northern Alliance decided to nominate the Afghan representative at the United Nations 
Abdul Ghafoor Rawan Farhadi as their Prime Minster to replace Abdul Rahim Ghafoorzai 
who died in a Plane crash'. 

SEPTEMBER 

4 Taliban backed the idea of holding a meeting of all major Afghan leaders in Saudi Arabia to 
find a peaceful settlement of Afghan problem. 

9 Gen. Abdul Malik quit Mazar-i-Sharif, following an apparent coup by allied factions (Hezb-i- 
Wahdat, e\-Go\cmment troops and forces loyal to Malik predecessor General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum) The central mosque announced that Hezb-i-Wahdat and another Shiite faction, 
Harakat-i-l^lami. lointlv held the city. 
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1 7 Saudi Arabia agreed to provide all possible assistance to areas under control of the Taliban, 
besides initiatuig diplomatic efforts for international recognition of the Taliban Government in 
Afghanistan. 



OCTOBER 

4 Nme Pakistanis, captured by Ahmad Shah Masood, were released after furnishing guarantees that 
they would not re-enter Afghanistan to take part in the fighting. They were handed over to their 
relatives, who had left Pakistan on 1 8 September and traveled to Panjsher valley. 

7 Uzbekistan proposed a "contact group" including Russia and the United States to talk with 
Afghan factions for ending the Afghanistan conflict. 

8 Pir Sayed Gillani called upon the world community to stop financial and moral support to the 
warring factions. He mentioned that the fighting in Afghanistan was leading the country to 
further destruction and could also damage regional peace. 

8 Based on reports, the Attock police made a comprehensive plan to expel illegal Afghans residing 
there. The refugees were given a month for voluntary repatriation. 

13 A delegation of 18 Pakistanis reached Kabul for Panjsher to seek release of the remaining 80 
Pakistanis held by Ahmad Shah Masood in Panjsher valley. 

1 5 United Nations Special Envoy for Afghanistan, Dr. Norbert Holl, told a news conference that with 
the on going failure of peace efforts, UN will soon make a radical change in its peace quest and 
his efforts for negotiation would be directed at the neighbors Pakistan and Iran and not the 
factions. 

1 7 Taliban Leader, Mullah Rabbani. agreed to hold peace talks with the northern alliance in Pakistan. 
The agreement was announced after his meeting with Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in Islamabad. 

18 Opposition alliance rejected Taliban terms for talks in Pakistan. Its was said that such 
negotiations should be held in a neutral country, not in Pakistan. 

19 A large gathering of 28 significant Afghan groups, except Taliban, ended in Istanbul, Turkey. 
The gathering backed King Zahir Shah's plan for settlement of Afghan problem and invited him 
to return to Afghanistan. 

22 Karl Inderfiirth, the new US Assistant Secretary of State for South Asia, detailed US views on 
Afghanistan and stressed the need for a cease-fire between the warring factions. Inderfiirth also 
criticized the human rights violations which had been imposed on Afghan women by the Taliban 
and called upon the Taliban to lift their restrictions on employment of women and the schooling 
of girls. 

22 Gen. Dostum was named Vice-President of the Burhanudin Rabbani Government. 
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23 Reports said that Iran's Special Envoy on Afghanistan, Alaudin Brojerdi, held important 
discussions with leaders of the Northern Alliance including Burhanudin Rabbani and Commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 

23 Taliban Leader, Mullah Mohammad Rabbani, held a meeting with United Nations officials in 
Kabul and demanded aid on humanitarian grounds. He complained that international conmiunity 
help had had been reduced despite prevalence of peace under the Taliban rule and reiterated that 
Afghan people would not accept any assistance which demands relaxation in the Islamic laws. 

24 Some 150 Taliban fighters, according to reports, defeated to Ahmad Shah Masood in the 
Shakardara front-line, 20 km north of Kabul. 

26 Taliban changed the name of Afghanistan from the 'Tslamic State of Afghanistan" to the "Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan", Radio Shariat reported. 

27 Northern alliance leader Gen. Rashid Dostum offered an exchange of prisoners to the Taliban. 



NOVEMBER 

18 The US Secretar\ of State, Madeleine Albright, accused all Afghan factions of denying 
women's rights. She expressed solidarity with Afghan women, whilst addressing students and 
staff of Bibi Maryam girls school run by IRC in Nasir Bagh Camp. 

20 The Ambassador of Afghanistan in Islamabad, Maulavi Shahabuddin Dilawar, protested at 
Madeleine Albright's criticism of his Government's policy on women as "irresponsible 
remarks," saying she is ignorant of the reality in Afghanistan. 

27 Taliban spokesman Amir Khan Muttaqi said that President Burhanudin Rabbani would be 
welcome if he was sincere about peace talks with the Taliban in Kabul . 

27 UN Secretary General Kofi Annan said that unless the neighboring countries stop supplying 
assistance to the Afghan confronting groups, peace could not be restored in Afghanistan. 

30 Taliban urged Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates to use their influence for the allocation 
of the Afghan seats at OIC to the Taliban authorities. 



DECEMBER 

1 Taliban called upon the United Nations to pressurize Iran to hand over Gen. Abdul Malik, 
repeating claims that he was responsible for the massacre of the 2,000 Taliban prisoners. 
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2 Pakistan Environmental Protection Foundation (PEPF) in Peshawar announced that they would 
launch a project of environmental education in Afghan refugee camps in NWFP and Baluchistan 
soon after Ramazan. 

4 Ten Afghan refugees die every day in camps in the western Afghan Province of Herat, the United 
Nations said in a report recently released. 

18 The Afghan currency strengthened significantly as the Taliban continued their northward push 
towards the Uzbek military leader General Rashid Dostum. Money changers said 100,000 
Afghani were sold for Rs. 156 before Ramazan but it had since picked up in value and the 
exchange rate had gone up to Rs. 219 for 100,000 Afghanis. 

22 The Taliban detained two Frenchmen working with the French-based Action Contre la Faim 
(ACF). Five Afghan males working for the organisation were also held. The seven were held 
following a farewell lunch on 21 February by ACF's local female members for two female 
expatriates of the aid organisation who had completed their mission. 



MARCH 

1 The Ambassador of Afghanistan's Taliban Government in Islamabad, Mullah Mohammad 
Masoom Afghani, urged Pakistani investors and traders to avail the opportunities of investment in 
Afghanistan. 

1 Keeping in view the grave difficulties faced by the estimated 1 .2 million Afghan refugees living 
in Pakistan, mostly in NWFP, UNHCR decided to continue basic health and education services. 

I A Taliban spokesman assured the Western aid community in Kabul that no harm would come to 
the two Frenchmen, Frederic Michel and Jose Daniel Llorente, who were arrested on 22 February, 
by the Taliban during a lunch attended by 60 Afghan women, on charges of violating Islamic law. 

10 Saudi Red Crescent Society provided fi-ee health fecilities to 72,000 Afghan refugees at Kacha 
Garhi camp Peshawar. 

I I UN envoy. Dr. Norbert Holl, visited the two French aid workers imprisoned by the Taliban in 
Kabul. 

13 Jurgen Kleinderm, Ambassador of the Federal Government of Germany, presented the UN office 
for the Coordination for Humanitarian Assistance to Afghanistan (UNOCHA) with US$ 2 million 
for its Mine Clearance Program. 

14 The Government of Japan agreed to provide food assistance, amounting to 1.649 Billion Yen 
through the UN World Food Program, to alleviate the suffering of Afghans. Of this 349 million 
yen would be provided for the supply of wheat to Afghan refugees in Pakistan and Iran and some 
850 million Yen for displaced persons in Afghanistan. 
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SECURITY MATTERS 

JANUARY 

The Taliban announced a curfew in Jalalabad, capital of Nangarhar Province. The curfew, which 
had been imposed on 27 December 1996, would remain effective every night from 9 p.m. to 5 am. 

... The Taliban authorities in Kabul's Department of National Security, on 27 December 1996, 
accused the ousted Afghan Government of routinely torturing jailed prisoners. 

. . . The Pak- Afghan border at Torkham would be sealed a week before the February 3 elections to 
check the casting of bogus Afghan votes. According to reliable sources, there were thousands of 
Afghans, who had Pakistani national identity cards. The Government directed the political 
authorities to check the inflow of Afghans so that they should not create any problem during the 
elections. 

1 5 Sarwar Hussaini, Director, Cooperation Center for Afghanistan (CCA), alleged that the hundreds 
of Afghans fleeing from Afghanistan to this side of the border in search of peace, were being 
maltreated and apprehended by police under baseless charges. He said that about 301 Afghans 
had been made prisoner and put behind bars in different jails of NWFP. Two Afghan females 
were also imprisoned in Mardan district jail. 

23 In a burglar\ attempt in Peshawar, nine armed persons entered the house of an Afghan refiigee 
and killed him, while his wife was injured in the firing. 

A UN convoy, carrying urgently needed relief supplies, was sent to the two active front-line areas 
in Afghanistan to help the groups of displaced people and others living in precarious conditions in 
these areas. 

28 Three civilians were killed and seven wounded when rival jets bombed the Taliban held town of 
Jebal Seraj north of the Afghan capital. 

29 The UN criticized the Taliban movement for their latest attacks against opposition forces saying 
these were a serious setback to peace efforts in Afghanistan. The UN Special Envoy for 
Afghanistan, Dr. Norbert HoU, said he conveyed the UN disappointment to the Taliban Deputy 
leader Mullah Mohammad Rabbani during talks in Kabul. 



FEBRUARY 

The Taliban border guards in Torkham closed the border to traffic from Pakistan, in relation to 
Islamabad's decision to stop entry of the Afghan refugees ahead of the February 3 elections. 
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18 According to reports the Taliban heavily bombed Shiber Pass in Baghlan Province which caused 
heav\ causalities among people. The Taliban launched a vigorous offensive in Turkan Pass, 
Lolanj and Tangi Ajdar - all bordering towns betw^een Bamyan and Parwan, which are located in 
tlie north. 



MARCH 

2 Three Afghans, including a woman, were killed in exchanges of fire at Tehkal Payan. 

3 Ghairat Balieer, spokesman of Hekmatvar's Hezb-i- Islami confirmed reports that two assassins 
were caught last month; they had confessed they were sent by the former Defence Minister 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 

1 9 The ammunition dump explosion in the eastern Afghan city of Jalalabad was described as one of 
the largest accidental explosions ever in a built up area. 

A week before the devastating explosions in an ammunition store in Jalalabad, the Governor of 
Herat Province survived an assassination attempt when an electronically-detonated bomb aimed at 
him killed two people and injured another five. The Herat bomb explosion took place on 12 
March. 



APRIL 

8 Eighteen people were killed when dynamite hidden in a house exploded in the eastern Province of 
Kunar. The explosion occurred in the house of a resident of Shengal village. 

1 0 Three men, caught after shaving and six women, not wearing full veil, were beaten by the Taliban 
in Kabul state-run radio announced. 

10 A series of clashes between the Taliban and its opponents in three eastern Provinces left more 
than 20 people dead. 

20 The Taliban have arrested 25 people during the Eid ul Adha days in the Afghan capital, state-run 
radio Shariat reported. The Taliban sources said, 14 women were found not to be properly 
covered, seven taxi drivers were detained for having uncovered female passengers and four men 
were found to have trimmed their beards. "The 14 women found not to be observing hejab (veil) 
were punished by the patrols of the Department of Fostering Virtue and Suppressing Vice," the 
radio said. "^Seven men carrying non-hejabed women in their taxies were punished under Shariat 
and four men who had trimmed their beards were also punished," it added. 
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MAY 

16 According to reports, three rockets fired from the Asfar area in eastern Afghanistan landing in 
Toti Banda village in northwestern Pakistan, killing a 19 year old girl and six others, as well as 
wounding three children. 

1 6 According to reports three rockets fired from the Asfar area in eastern Afghanistan landed in Toti 
Banda village in northwestern Pakistan, killing a 19 year old girl and six others, as well as 
wounding three children. 

2 1 Reports said that commanders led by Abdul Malik started fighting against Gen. Rashid Dostum, 
after their decision to join their former enemies, the Taliban. 

23 Jet fighters belonging to Gen. Rashid Dostum heavily bombed Taliban positions near Sheikh Ali 
District, some 35 kilometers from the central Bamyan Province. 

27 The chief of Uzbeks and President of Ittihadia Walayat Shamal Afghanistan, Azad Beg was 
killed along with eight others in a helicopter crash in Balkh Province. 

30 Two Afghan refiigees, including a former commander of Hezb-i-Islami, Fazl Haq Mujahid, 
were shot dead by some unidentified armed men in Hayatabad, Peshawar. 

JUNE 

1 Taliban jets bombed Mazar-i-Sharif and other oppositions strongholds on 1 June, as front-line 
soldiers from the Taliban denied reports from their own officials that they had captured Jebal- 
Siraj. 

4 A massive explosion rocked Kabul as a Taliban ammunition dump on the eastern city went up 
in smoke, showering shrapnel into residential areas. 

19 Afghan opposition forces bombed the Kunduz airport that they had earlier lost to the Taliban 
after heavy overnight fighting close to Baghlan provincial capital. 

24 The opposition alliance admitted that they had lost the northern city of Kunduz following the 
defection of local commander Arif Khan to the Taliban. 

25 Forces loyal to Ahmad Shah Masood captured the strategic areas of Nijrab, killing many of the 
Taliban and capturing more then 150 of them. 

25 A Taliban jet bombed Taloqan, the headquarters of Burhanudin Rabbani in northern 
Afghanistan. No casualties or damages were reported. 



32 



AC BAR 



NEWS SUMMARY ON AFGHANISTAN 1997 



JULY 

6 The anti-Taliban air force bombed the international airport in Kabul. No casualties were 
reported. 

7 The Taliban opposition bombed the suburb areas of Macroroyan. No civilian injuries were 
reported. 

13 Over 200 Pakistani madrasa students had been killed in fighting in Afghanistan since the 
Taliban were driven out of Mazar-i-Sharif on 28 May. Afghan opposition leaders, General 
Malik Pahlawan, Ahmad Shah Masood and Karim Khalili were now holding an estimated 550 
Pakistanis as prisoner in at least four different locations. However, the Pakistan Government, 
which was involved in shuttle diplomacy to seek the release of several Afghan Taliban leaders 
held prisoner, made no formal request to either the faction leaders or international humanitarian 
agencies to secure the release of Pakistanis held prisoner. 

13 Afghan opposition forces executed 10 Taliban prisoners held in northern Afghanistan. 

1 6 UN sources reported that five armed Afghans who identified themselves as Taliban robbed the 
- house of a foreign female staff member of the United Nations. "They beat up the Chowkidar 
and the house was ransacked." 

1 6 One hundred and sixty illegal immigrants were arrested by Islamabad Police. The majority of 
them were Afghans. 

20 Forces loyal to Ahmad Shah Masood bombed Kabul city; according to reports 8 civilians were 
killed and 12 seriously injured. 

29 The Taliban, Government started forced recruitment in Kabul and adjoining areas fearing a major 
attack on the capital city. At the same time, according to reports more than 3,000 people had been 
arrested and lodged in Pul-i-Charkhi and other jails. The Taliban administration also enforced an 
emereency in Kabul and launched a house to house search. 



AUGUST 

2 1 Street fighting broke out between forces of General Malik and a commander loyal to General 
Dostum in Mazar-i-Sharif 



SEPTEMBER 

4 A top commander of Jamiat Islami commander Daud was killed in an ambush in the Eastern 
Province of Kunar. 



33 



ACBAR 



NEWS SUMMARY ON AFGHANISTAN 1997 



10 Chaotic looting broke out in Mazar-i-Sharif as Taliban fighters advanced on the city. 
International Organizations including ICRC suffered material losses and office vehicles in 
almost 24 hours of looting. Contacts lost with many expatriates in the city as satellite 
telephones and radio equipment were stolen. 

1 1 Three rockets struck areas close to the Kabul airport, no casualties were reported. 

1 1 Seven Iranian relief aid workers had been kidnapped in northern Afghanistan, Iranian foreign 
Minister reported. 

12 Taliban jet fighters bombed Mazar-i-Sharif several times. One bomb landed within 300 meters 
of the famed Blue Mosque, no causalities were reported. 

1 3 Opposition forces struck Kabul with heavy rockets for the third continuous day. It is reported 
that a ten year-old girl was killed and two women injured. 

23 Two Taliban jets attacked the central city of Bamyan injuring five people. 
OCTOBER 

1 Taliban forces bombed Mazar city killing more than 150 civilians and injuring many others. 

4 Four Tajik refugees were killed and 40 injured when Taliban bombed a refugee camp in northern 
Afghanistan. 

7 An Afghan refugee was killed by two unidentified persons at Bhalat Jogi, 15 kilometers fi'om 
Peshawar. 

9 The Punjab police arrested an Afghan suspect in the terrorist attack which killed five Iranian 
aviation cadets and a Pakistani driver. 

10 Anti-Taliban forces fired rockets on Kabul airport, injuring a couple of civilians and a Taliban 
fighter. 

12 Russian border guards in Tajikistan killed five suspected drug smugglers and captured four others 
in a clash on the Afghan border. 

13 Russian border guards detained 14 illegal Afghan immigrants in the Orenburg region south-west 
of the Urals. 

14 Two children were killed when a land-mine exploded in Nazian area in Nangarhar Province. 
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NOVEMBER 

6 Taliban claimed that Ahmad Shah Masood offered to release Pakistanis held by him in 
Panjshir valley, on the basis of one Pakistani for two of their men held by the Taliban. 

8 A Taliban Commander Mullah Ghulam Nabi was killed during heavy clashes in northern 
Kunduz. 



DECEMBER 

2 Ninety Taliban troops were killed and 20 captured during fresh military operations in Kunduz 

Province. 

14 Taliban jets bombarded Masood's positions in Mir Bacha Kot, 25 Kilometers north of Kabul 
no casualties were reported. 
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OTHER NEWS 



JANUARY 

Pakistan, which had closed its borders to fresh arrivals of refugees three months ago, lifted the 
restrictions and opened its borders without any announcement, on 28 December 1996. 

On 28 December 1996, a 35 year old Afghan man was publicly shot to death for killing four 
persons in Adreskan, Herat. 

"The Taliban police have banned kite flying, dog fighting and releasing homing-pigeons in 
Kabul public parks", an official reported on 28 December 1996. 

Reports from eastern Kunar indicated that, Mohammad Ali, the former provincial Governor and 
a close aide to the ousted President Rabbani, joined Taliban. 

The Taliban ordered the people, in territories under their control, to pray for rain on 29 
December 1996. Following instructions issued by the head of Taliban movement. Mullah 
Mohammad Omar on December 26, the call for "istisqa" prayers was announced by the state- 
run Radio-Shariat. The call for special prayers was made because of late winter rain and snow, 
which farmers feared would adversely affect the growth of seed planted in the autumn. There 
had been only two very light snowfalls in Kabul in the winter, and uncharacteristically sunny 
days had already melted it. 

6 The Taliban authorities allowed male students to attend their classes in Nangarhar Medical 
Faculty, but halted entry of females to the faculty. 

7 A six-vehicle Red Cross convoy collected 3 1 dead anti-Taliban fighters near the northwestern 
Kabul city exit and another 15 bodies at an ICRC first-aid clinic fiirther north. With the 
permission of the Taliban authorities in Kabul, the ICRC drove across the front-lines near 
Qarabagh district and the bodies were handed over to the security chief of Charikar. 

7 Fifteen cyclists raced along a main Kabul thoroughfare in a sports event sponsored by the 
Afghan Olympic committee; the first such event in the capital since the Taliban takeover. 

8 In a crucial meeting between a Taliban leader and a US delegation in Kabul, an agreement was 
reached on adopting a joint strategy to eliminate terrorism and drug trafficking from war-torn 
Afghanistan. 

Two Kabul residents were imprisoned for two months by the ruling Taliban for breaking fasting 
rules during Ramazan. 

1 6 The Pakistan Government imposed a ban on the import of animal bones from Afghanistan, with 
immediate effect. 
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1 8 The head of the UN Special Mission for Afghanistan, Norbert Holl, appealed for an immediate 
cease-fire, as the Tahban drove north towards the Panjshir Valley. 

21 Thousands of refugees poured into Kabul, as the Taliban and coalition forces exchanged 
artillery fire on the outskirts of northern Afghan town of Charikar. Inside the city, scores of 
buses were parked in long queues as residents loaded their children and belongings; while those 
who could not afford the fares began leaving on foot despite freezing temperatures. 

Pakistan would seal its borders with Afghanistan on the day of the General Election on 3 
February, and confine the several hundred thousand Afghan refugees in the country to their 
refugee camps in the Frontier and Baluchistan Provinces. 

The Shiite Hezb-i-Wahdat pledged to defend its head quarters against Taliban impending 
onslaught, as Taliban closed in on the central Province Bamyan in their advance to the north. 



FEBRUARY 

8 Taliban will restore television broadcasting to Kabul but only to show programs which confirm 
to Islamic principals, said Mirza Mohammad Yusufzai. 

Qazi Akbar Turanzada, head of the Tajik opposition alleged that the Russian KGB had hatched 
a plan to allow former Afghan Defence minister Ahmad Shah Masood to set up his bases in 
Tajikistan in case the three northern Afghan Provinces fell to the Taliban. 

12 Reports indicated that a group of 50 Afghan demonstrators gathered in front of the Pakistan 
Consulate in New York, USA and the Pakistan Mission to the United Nations and shouted 
slogans against Pakistan saying "Pakistan get out of Afghanistan" and 'Taliban agents of 
Pakistan", the group threw eggs on the adjacent diplomatic offices. 

The Peshawar based Afghan Consulate General succeeded in getting maximum relief for those 
Afghan prisoners who were imprisoned in various jails of NWFP. 

22 The Taliban set a deadline for men in Kabul to grow long beards or face detention. While 
reminding women to wear the veil when outside their homes, men were given until 3 March to 
grow long beards, said Haji Maulavi Kamaluddin, acting Head of a religious department 
responsible for promotion of virtue and suppression of evil. The officials' said those failing to 
comply were to be detained and released only after their beards attain the acceptable length, 
about the length of a spread hand. Kamaluddin asked women to put on loose-fitting head to 
toe covering with no more than a small slit for their eyes. He said Hejab - a black overcoat with 
a scarf worn by women in many Muslim countries did not conform to Sharia law. "The black 
Hejab is not our culture and is not according to Shariat as it is very smart and draws attention." 

28 The United States sternly scolded Burma, Afghanistan and four other countries for felling to 
cooperate fiilly in the fight against drug trafficking. 



37 



ACBAR 



NEWS SUMMARY ON AFGHANISTAN 1997 



MARCH 

2 The Taliban renewed their ban on photographs of hving creatures and on all news publications not 
controlled by the Government. 

2 According to an Interior Ministry oflficial quoted by the Tehran Radio, Iran plans to repatriate 
200,000 Afghan refugees within the current year. 

5 Former Prime Minister, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, urged Pakistan to review its 'support to a 
particular group' and work towards resolving the Afghan crisis. 

5 Osama bm Ladin, a Saudi citizen, is being protected by the Taliban in Afghanistan, 'We will not 
put pressure on him to leave Afghanistan," Mullah Amir Khan Muttaqi, acting Taliban Minister 
of Culture and Information. Muttaqi said "hospitality is our tradition" and as a foreign guest, like 
any other, Laddin, who is wanted by the United States, would be welcome in Afghanistan. 

6 A former Saudi citizen, who bankrolls Muslim militants, will fund infrastructure projects in 
Taliban-controlled sectors of southern Afghanistan, the Arab newsletter Al Hayat. 

7 In a statement, Shehzada Masud, Chairman Foreign Affairs Committee of the Great National 
United Islamic Front of Afghanistan, asked the United Nations to play its role for a political 
settlement to the Afghan conflict. He suggested that the UN Security Council should extend 
maximum help to the UN Secretary General's special envoy for Afghanistan, Norbert Holl, so 
that he could make the Afghan leaders negotiate about the future of their country; 

8 In connection with Universal Women's Day, some educated, civilized and democratic minded 
women from Afghanistan arranged gatherings at Aryana Afghan School Hayatabad, Peshawar 
with a view to divert attention of the world countries towards their grievances. 

9 The Taliban alleged Russian support for the anti-Taliban opposition forces and complained to Iran 
for its anti-Taliban propaganda. 'Russian interference is not something secret - they themselves 
have admitted this,' said Mullah Amir Khan Muttaqi, acting Minister of Culture and Information. 

9 Hekmatyar and Rabbani have reportedly made contact with Pakistan's Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif and sought his support against the Taliban, a knowledgeable source said. 

Reports indicate that several Afghan mujahideen groups, including former President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani, have reopened their offices in NWFP after the change of Government in Pakistan. 

Kabul University is looking for French help in its battle to stave off cultural poverty in 
Afghanistan, amid fears by aid workers that the Taliban authorities will drive support away. 
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10 Kabul University, closed since the Taliban militia seized Kabul last September, is due to re-open 
on 10 March. The Taliban run Kabul radio said recently only male students should attend the 
university'. University officials said they have not received such a directive; if a ban on females is 
enforced it would drive away some 4,000 students, and some feculties would not open if the 60 
women professors were also banned. 

12 Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, Head of Hezb-i-Islami, blamed the United States for hatching conspiracies 
to divide Afghanistan on sectarian basis. ^'The US is pitching Sunnis against Shiias with an aim to 
prolong bloodshed in the war-torn country''. 

1 3 A young Afghan girl was publicly humiliated and put behind bars, along with an Afghan boy, for 
their alleged involvement in obscene activities in public by the local police. Eye-witnesses 
claimed that the girl was alone and walking towards Gulberg area on the main Stadium Road, 
when a police pick-up arrived and the police dragged the girl towards it. They claimed that at that 
particular place neither any boy was with her nor was she engaged in any obscene acts. 

The Saudi opposition leader, Osama Ben Ladin based in Jalalabad spoke after a long silence. This 
time, Ben Laddin spoke less as a Saudi leader but more as a pan-Islamic leader. Speaking on 
Afghanistan, he reiterated that the Afghan Civil war was over and Taliban are the legitimate rulers 
and that on both the short and the long term, an Islamic Government in Afghanistan would re- 
affirm pan-Islamism by Kabul and with total support from all Islamic countries. This would be 
good news for the suppressed people of Kashmir and Pakistan, since an Islamic Afghanistan 
would provide strategic depth for Pakistan. 

13 The CID, Peshawar busted an international racket of sending people abroad on invalid documents 
and arrested 1 3 people, including the owner of a city travel agency and an Afghan woman, from 
Peshawar International Airport. 

The provincial President and parliamentary leader of ANP in NWFP assembly, Begum Nasim 
Wali Khan said Taliban are giving a bad name for Islam by imposing un-Islamic and unnecessary- 
checks over the helpless women and people in Afghanistan. 'We condemn Taliban for banning 
education andjobs for women. Such an attitude to women is not only un- Islamic but is also 
against the basic human rights." 

17 The Taliban rejected a US appeal for the extradition of Osama Bin Ladin, a Saudi dissident, 
considered a major financier of Islamic fimdamentalist movement. 

20 Celebrations for the Afghan New Year, or Nawroz, which marks the first day of spring were 
banned by the Taliban as un-Islamic, according to an official announcement. "Celebration of 
New Year has no special importance in the firework of Shariat (Islamic law), rather it is 
prohibited" said by radio Shariat. 

WTiile blaming the Taliban Government for the Jalalabad blast, the former Governor of 
Nangarhar, Haji Qadeer, expressed his profound grief and sorrow over the loss of precious lives. 
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14 UNOCHA received donations valued at US$ 1 1 million from various countries in response to its 
appeal in December 1996 for US$ 133 million international assistance to Afghanistan for 1997. 

19 A delegation of Japanese Girl Scouts said that they would commence distribution of 'Peace 
Packs' containing educational items, clothing and other gifts to Afghan refugee children in 
Pakistan. 

19 Demanding immediate release for the five Afghan men arrested with the two Frenchmen, who 
had been released on 18 March from Kabul, Amnesty International urged inter-governmental 
organisations to turn their attention to their continued detention and prevent their flogging by the 
Taliban administration. 

2 1 The first post-graduate training course on "district health practice" was inaugurated in the Medical 
Faculty, Jalalabad University-, Nangarhar with 24 participants from all regions. The course was 
organized by the World Health Organization (WHO) with the financial support of the UK-ODA 
in collaboration with the Afghan Ministry- of Public Health and the Liverpool School of Tropical 
Medicine. 

2 1 Battles between the Taliban and northern-based opposition forces in isolated areas have forced 
nearly 20,000 people to flee to safer areas of the country. 'We are now evaluating the situation of 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Herat who fled Badghis because of the military situation," 
reported a spokesman for the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 

25 Newly arrived Afghan refugees staged a demonstration at the UNHCR office in Peshawar to 
demand emergency relief for their families. The refiigees came from the Akora Khatak and Nasir 
Bagh refiigee camps and were complaining of indifference on the part of UNHCR and other 
humanitarian agencies to their plight. They said the new refiigees are living in misery and were in 
need of urgent humanitarian support. 

26 UNHCR oflScials said that 6,569 Afghan families had arrived in Pakistan from Kabul and other 
parts of the war-ravaged country since October; the majority of them children and women. 

3 1 The weight of a loaf of bread in Kabul has dropped, but prices remain the same amid a Pakistani 
blockade on the export of wheat flour, bakers reported. 'We still charge the same price of 1,000 
Afghanis (about 5 US cents) but now the weight is only 140 grams. For the past three weeks 
wheat-flour has had to be smuggled into Afghanistan due to a Pakistani clamp-down on the free 
export of wheat-flour. 

APRIL 

3 UNHCR official said that the continuing battle and resulting armed standoff' on the front-lines to 
the north of Kabul and Badghis have displaced hundreds of thousands of people to the Afghan 
capital and western Herat Province. Since October over a quarter of a million people have been 
displaced within Afghanistan or come to Pakistan. 
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2 1 The Taliban administration arrested 3 1 personnel of the Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) of Pakistan, 
when they crossed over the Afghan border during an encounter with drug-traffickers. 

22 Mohammad Masoom Afghani, the Ambassador of Afghanistan to Pakistan urged Pakistan to take 
the lead m recognizing their regime in Kabul. In addition, the envoy also wished the OIC and the 
UN to give the regime he represented full recognition and membership. 

24 The Taliban administration released the 32 Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) personnel after hectic 
efforts of the Pakistani Consul General and other officials in Kandahar. 

24 The Taliban sacked 66 civil servants in Kabul for trimming their beards, state-run Radio Shariat 
and officials said. 

Afghan Information Minister Amir Khan Mutaqi, on 24 March, said the United States was using 
the issue of Osama Bin Ladin, an alleged Arab terrorist, for terrifying the Arab countries so that 
they could not raise their voice against the presence of US troops in the Gulf There was no 
reason for Arab countries to be worried about the presence of Ladin in Afghanistan as "we will 
not allow him to use Afghan land for carrying out terrorist activities against any Arab country". 

25 Two girls, young sisters, were killed and another injured when the roof of a house in University 
Town, Peshawar caved in. The two sisters were sleeping in a room in their house in Gharibabad 
area when the ceiling collapsed. They were buried under the debris and their bodies were dug out 
by the neighbours. 

27 At least 80 people died after a series of avalanches and freezing weather struck the mountainous 
Salang pass north of Kabul. Travelers making the icy journey from Kabul over the Soviet built 
highway, located 120 km north of Kabul, were caught by tumbling rocks, ice and snow or 
otherwise succumbed to the freezing temperatures. 

28 Some 70-80 officials were to be terminated from almost all Government Departments on 
account of violating the instructions issued by the Taliban. Those terminated included a large 
number of officials, who had reportedly grown beards but not in accordance with the type and 
length fixed by the Taliban. 

29 A woman was stoned to death in Mehterlam, Laghman Province after the husband found her 
guilty of adultery, Kabul radio said. 

3 1 Afghan pilgrims to the Muslim holy city of Macca flew from Kandahar International Airport to 
Saudi Arabia for the first time in 20 years, a report said. 



40 



ACBAR 



NEWS SUMMARY ON AFGHANISTAN 1997 



APRIL 

3 Taliban leaders started large scale arrests of supporters and followers of former eastern Shura to 
counter their revolt against the Nangarhar administration. According to reports, members and 
supporters ofthe former Eastern Shura, headed by Haji Abdul Qadeer, initiated a struggle to 
topple Taliban's Government in Nangarhar, Kunar and Laghman Provinces. 

12 The Taliban shifted the son of former Nangarhar Governor Haji Abdul Qadeer to Kabul for trial 
after his arrest fi-om a military base in Shamshad Ghar. 

16 A Taliban commander Abdul Wahid said that "if we managed to break through the rival 
factions, the statue of "Big Buddha" would be dynamited." 

1 6 The Taliban forces warned Afghan Shiite Muslims to obey their strict interpretation of Islamic 
law or face its forcefiil imposition. 

17 The Taliban Shura, led by Mullah Mohammad Rabbani, expelled Commander Jalaludin Haqani 
along with his brothers and guards from Kabul. 

2 1 A resident of Bhana Mari in Peshawar city was mysteriously killed, allegedly by an Afghan 
woman and her friend. 

2 1 The Taliban had yet to make a firm decision over the fate of two Buddha statues in central 
Afghanistan. Acting Minster of Information and Culture Amir Khan Muttaqi said. 

2 1 Taliban secured a message of support from King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, Mullah Mohammad 
Rabbani said. 

2 1 An Afghan man was punished by the Taliban by the amputation of his hand and foot. Local 
surgeons were ordered by the Taliban to carry out the punishment. Amputation of a hand and 
foot on opposite sides ofthe body is usually imposed by the Taliban for a serious act of theft or 
banditrv. 

22 A spokesman for the Taliban movement said that opposition forces, responsible for recent 
attacks in eastern Afghanistan, had been defeated. 

23 The UN Special Mission for Afghanistan communicated its strong concern to Taliban over the 
possible destruction of the Buddha statue. 

More than 30 Afghans were apprehended in the four different police stations of District 
"Chakwal" (Pakistan) as they failed to produce their legal stay documents in the country. 

24 India expressed deep concern at the threat by Taliban to destroy the ancient giant status of 
Buddha. 
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MAY 

1 6 An Afghan was caught as he entered Pakistan after having swallowed heroin. 

26 Several commanders of ousted president Burahnudin Rabbani were arrested in Takhar Province 
and others were on the run, the Taliban's Radio Shariat said. 

27 Taliban leadership accepted Ahmad Shah Masood's offer to hold peace talks to avoid further 
bloodshed in Afghanistan. 

28 A dispute for control of Afghanistan's Embassy in US took place, when the Taliban's white flag 
was raised over the building and a diplomat proclaimed himself the Taliban's new envoy to the 
United States. 

29 Qazi Hussain Ahmad, Amir Jamaat-i-Islami, said his party did not fully support Taliban 
because it considered their strict religious code against the principles of Islam. 

29 Uzbek warlord Abdul Rashid Dostum, in exile in Turkey said he wanted to make peace with his 
former ally General Abdul Malik, who had switched sides twice in two weeks. 

29 Iran called on the United Nations to intervene to end the latest escalation of fighting in 
Afghanistan and start reconciliation efforts in the war-torn country. 



JUNE 

1 Chief of Hezb-i-Islami Gulbuddin Hekmatyar warned Pakistan of dangerous consequences for 
its support to the Taliban, after Islamabad's policies forced the party to close down its daily 
Shahaadat for its anti-Taliban posture. 

2 Uzbek warlord Abdul Rashid Dostum, in exile in Turkey, accused Pakistan of trying to divide 
Afghanistan by supporting the Taliban. 

8 A military helicopter with a crew of three defected to the Taliban in Kabul, after flying supply 
missions into Tajikistan for opposition commander Ahmad Shah Masood. 

8 At least 200 activists from Bangladesh's Jamaat-i-Islami party are fighting alongside the 
Taliban in Afghanistan. This was reported by Masood Khalili, Ambassador in New Delhi for 
the ousted Afghan Government. He said 27 Bangladeshis were arrested on the Iran-Afghanistan 
border after a skirmish with soldiers loyal to Rabbani. 

10 The leader of Taliban, rushed to Kabul. This was the second time that Mullah Omar had 
reached Kabul since the capture of Kabul. Mullah Mohammad Omar was said to be deeply 
perplexed over the killings of his two close aides (Maulavi Ehsanullah, Governor of State Bank 
and Mullah Fazal, Deputy Defence Minister) while two others. Mullah Abdul Razaq, Governor 
of Herat and Mullah Ghaus, Foreign Minister were in the custody of Gen. Malik forces in 
Mazar-i-Sharif 



42 



ACBAR 



NEWS SUMMARY ON AFGHANISTAN 1997 



1 2 Former Governor of Kandahar Gul Agha Sherzai was kidnapped by six armed men near his 
under-construction house on the outskirts of Quetta. 

Tahban leader Mullah Mohammad Omar reportedly sought the assistance of Jamaat-i-Islami 
(JI) m their struggle against opponents. However, JI has urged the Taliban to approach other 
Jihad groups in Afghanistan. 

19 A number of children reportedly died at Akora Afghan refugee camp. The number of dead 
children could not be ascertained immediately. However, UNHCR officials confirmed that they 
also received such information but the cause was not known to them. About 166 families are 
lying shelterless and without their basic families at Akora Refugee camp since January 1997 
and the concerned authorities had not provided them any assistance as these refugees were not 
differentiated as to whether they were newly arrived or old settlers of the camp. 

22 The Taliban in Kabul refused to allow International Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) to meet 
some high ranking leaders of the opposition who had been taken prisoner during the last 
month's fighting in northern Afghanistan. The northern coalition also refused ICRC access to 
the prominent persons arrested by them during the fighting. 

23 Maulana Ajmal Qadri patron of the Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam said that a well organized campaign 
should be launched to urge Islamic countries to recognize the Taliban Government. 

25 Britain accused the Taliban of profiting from the heroin trade and called on them to declare 
their determination to end drugs production in the country. 

26 UN chief Kofi Annan appealed to Afghan factions to "come to their sense" and negotiate, as a 
military solution could never bring peace and stability to Afghanistan. 

26 Turkmenistan will repatriate thousands of Afghan refugees as it cannot cope with the growing 
numbers due to its weak economy. 

30 Former Prime Minister and chief of Hezb-i-Islami, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, said that the Afghan 
conflict could not be resolved through alliances and fighting. He said the solution lay in intra- 
Afghan dialogue and ending of foreign interference. 



JULY 

1 Reports indicated that some local people living on the front-lines north of Kabul were not 
allowed to harvest their wheat in revenge for their support to the opposition, a spokesman of 
the Taliban said. "We don't allow them to reap their wheat because their young men are 
fighting against us on the other side." 



43 



ACBAR 



NEWS SUMMARY ON AFGHANISTAN 1997 



2 Pakhtoonkhwa Milli Awami Party (PMAP) accused the Pakistan Government and the ISI of 
interfering in the internal affairs of Afghanistan. 

4 The TaHban leadership expressed concern over the fate of over 700 of their men held prisoner 
by Gen. Abdul Malik, following reports that over 100 of them were killed in a bombing raid. 

... A spokesman for Gen. Malik said, that 60 Taliban and 50 of their Pakistani collaborators were 
killed when Taliban jet-fighters bombed Maimana, capital of Faryab Province. The spokesman 
also added that two top Taliban leaders Mullah Mohammad Ghaus and Kandahar airport's 
former commander Mullah Akhtar Mohammad were wounded in the bombing raid. 

1 3 Four Afghan drug traffickers were publicly hanged in two cities in eastern Iran. 

13 Ismail Khan, the former Governor of Herat Province and close ally of the ousted Afghan 
Government, was alive and well, in Taliban custody, a Red Cross spokesman said. 

1 9 Four Afghan refugees were killed and another received serious injuries when a roof of a carpet 
factory collapsed in the Afghan Colony, Peshawar. 

20 Rain resulted in serious damage to 35 houses belonging to Afghan refugees in the Chamkani 
area, leaving hundreds homeless. 

2 1 The Taliban captured Sarwar Nuristani, a former Afghan Minister and leading supporter of 
ousted President Burhanudin Rabbani, in Nuristan Province. 

2 1 Five bodies of Pakistani Taliban who had been fighting for Taliban, were airlifted by helicopter 
from Jabul-Siraj to Torkham. 

22 Osama bin Ladin planned to bring an agricultural revolution in Afghanistan by diverting the 
flow of the Helmand river from Iranian territory to the deserts of Afghanistan, Taliban reported. 

23 Pakistan and Turkmenistan signed an agreement setting the objectives for the US$2.5 billion 
'Turkmenistan- Afghanistan-Pakistan" gas pipeline construction project, to begin next year. 

24 Mullah Mohammad Ghaus, the Taliban Foreign Minister whom Gen. Malik claimed to have 
been captured in Mazar-i-Sharif in May, made a suiprise re-appearance in Kunduz Province. "I 
was never captured by Gen. Malik. For the past two months, I was under the protection of 
sympathetic Afghan Muslims in Malik held areas." 

26 The Punjab Government initiated a crackdown on Afghan nationals residing in the Province. 
Sources said that since the Provincial Government initiated the crackdown, it had so fer 
apprehended 219 Afghan nationals and handed them over to the Peshawar based Afghan 
Commissionerate. 
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27 Amnesty International urged the Taliban to release about 2,000 prisoners. Members of Tajik and 
Hazara minorities were arrested because of their ethnic status. 

3 1 According to reports, over fifty injured Pakistanis had been admitted in the 400 bed Hospital in 
Kabul. "We closed our books and came here at the call of Amirul Momineen to reinforce our 
Afghan brothers against the forces of evil," an injured Pakistani replied. 



AUGUST 

9 Five Afghans were hanged in eastern Iran after an Islamic revolutionary court convicted them of 
drug trafficking. 

Hundreds of Afghans become shelter-less after their houses were demolished by Akakhel 
tribesmen in NWFP. 

12 The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) criticized General Malik for refiising to let 
its officials meet Taliban prisoners of war in custody in northern Afghanistan. 

16 30 men were punished for trimming their beards following intensified anti-vice checks, instituted 
by the Taliban in Kabul, Radio Shariat announced. 

The Taliban authorities in Afghanistan had taken steps to ban the cultivation, use and sale of 
illegal drugs, saying anyone who does so feces punishment. 



SEPTEMBER 

1 Taliban proposed peace talks with the two factions Jamiat and Hizb-e-Wahdat parties 
individually but refused to sit with the third northern alliances until the large number of 
Taliban prisoners were released. 

2 King Fahad Saudi Arabia met with Mullah Mohammad Rabbani and discussed the current 
situation in Afghanistan. 

2 Tehran denied Taliban allegations that Afghan groups opposing the Taliban were being 
trained and armed in Iran. 

5 UN special envoy Lakhdar Brahimi met with the Islamic Organization of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) to combine efforts to stop the Afghan bloodshed. 

6 Taliban called for the immediate start of work on the proposed US$ 2.4 billion "Afghan-Pak- 
Turkmen "gas pipeline project. 

7 Afghan children signed twenty five thousand cards to be sent to US President Bill Clinton, 
asking him to sign the Ottawa treaty for a complete ban on land mines. 
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10 Hekmatyar chief of Hezb-i-Islami demanded the formation of a transitional government to 
make arrangements for general elections and setting up of a National Security Force (NSF) to 
achieve positive results for ending civil war. 

10 Mullah Mohammad Omar advised the civilian population and foreign aid workers to leave the 
city of Mazar-i-Sharif 

10 In a car accident, thirteen Afghans were killed and 25 injured in Jalalabad. 

1 1 Dr. Norbert Holl appealed for a cease-fire and expressed that the UN special mission to 
Afghanistan was deeply disturbed by the renewed fighting. 

12 Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum who took reftige in Turkey in May returned to Mazar-i-Sharif 

12 According to a new United Nations survey, opium production in Afghanistan increased to 
2,800 metric tons in 1997, an estimated 25 percent increase over 1996. Helmand and 
Kandahar are the largest producers of opium. 

15 Taliban accused Russia of supplying opponents with the long range of rockets. The allegations 
were rejected in Moscow by the Russian foreign Minster. 

15 Russian border guards reported in Dushanbe that nine people attempting to cross the Afghan- 
Tajik border illegally, carrying 230 kg, drugs were killed. 

16 Some 65 Afghan families were repatriated into Afghanistan under the UNHCR new 
repatriation package. UNHCR officer said that food and material for the construction of their 
houses would be provided to them. 

Head of the UN Special Mission to Afghanistan Dr. Norbert Holl appealed to warring Afghan 
factions in Mazar-i-Sharif to facilitate the evacuation of 13 United Nations international staff 
members and a large number of international staff belonging to various non-government 
organizations (NGOs) who were unable to leave due to factional fighting in Mazar-i-Sharif 

19 Two prominent leaders of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-Islami, Abdul Hadi Arghandiwal 
and Haji Mohammad Farid were ordered to leave Pakistan within 24 hours. 

2 1 Four Afghan women were buried in a landslide and a girl injured in a camp in Kohat. 

22 Taliban punished 16 men for trimming their beards and a taxi driver for carrying women 
passengers, radio Shariat. 

25 Uzbekistan closed its border with Afghanistan and blocked the bridge that joined the two 
countries over the Amu (Oxus) river. 
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28 Mullah Mohammad Omar announced a general amnesty for all opposition forces and 
guaranteed their security if they laid down their arms in northern Afghanistan. 

29 Taliban administration ordered three UN officials to leave Kandahar Province of Afghanistan 
after they walked out of a meeting in which a woman member of a UNHCR delegation was 
asked to speak from behind a curtain. 



OCTOBER 

2 An Afghan refugee in Daudzai area, near Peshawar, killed his wife and brother, suspecting 
illicit relations between the two. 

3 The Taliban publicly amputated the limbs of two thieves in Oruzgan Province. 

6 Police in north-eastern Iran said that they had arrested 1 05 Afghan drug traffickers and seized 
more than one ton of narcotics going to Europe. 

Based on an interview with more than 300 children aged between 8 and 18 years in Kabul a 
UNICEF mental health specialist said that the majority of children are experiencing serious 
traumatfc stress. 

1 1 Cooperation Center for Afghanistan (CCA) condemned the report of recent killing in Qizilabad, 
Dehdadi and Jangal village in the suburbs of Mazar-i-Sharif and called upon the UN Security 
Council neighboring countries and human rights organizations to prevent such future incidents. 

1 3 Taliban publicly hanged four men, who took bribes from Ahmad Shah Masood and sold some 
strategic positions in the front-lines north of Kabul. 

21 United Arab Emirates (UAE) border guards seized 14 Iranians and Afghans as they tried to 
enter the Gulf country illegally. 



NOVEMBER 

1 According to reports, Dr. Norbert Holl, the UN Secretary General's special envoy to 
Afghanistan, resigned. He would perform his duties in Islamabad until December 1997. 

1 The Council for Understanding and National Unity of Afghanistan (CUNUA) in a Statement, 
criticized the Taliban for renaming the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to the Islamic Emirate 
of Afghanistan, without taking the Afghan nation into confidence. It added that Afghanistan is 
not the property of the warring or political groups to arbitrarily change its name. 

1 Gen. Dostum agreed to exchange prisoners with Taliban under the supervision of UN officials. 
A representative of Gen. Dostum said that he had handed over a list of 224 Taliban held in 
Shiberghan to Taliban Ambassador in Islamabad. 
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2 Taliban spokesman, Maulavi Wakil Ahmad Muttawakil, said that they were ready to hold 
peace talks with Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum after he had released more than 200 Taliban 
prisoners late September. The talks are expected to be held in Pakistan. 

4 Dr. Norbert Holl, in an interview, said that the warring factions were not ready to reach a 
negotiated settlement and were likely to continue to use military means; that is why the UN is 
changmg its strategy for brokering peace by shifting the focus from the Afghan factions to the 
regional countries. 

5 Taliban Minster of Higher Education, Mullah Hamidullah Nomani, accused the French 
Government of blocking their way to attend a UNESCO Conference in Paris. 

8 Afghan Ambassador to Iran, Mohammad Kheyrkhah, called on the Organization of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) to allow a delegation of the Taliban to attend the forthcoming OIC summit 
in Tehran. 

9 Taliban reversed their decision to segregate female patients from male patients in Kabul 
hospitals. 

1 0 Two men were executed after a Taliban court found them guilty of killing a man one year ago 
in Helmand Province. 

1 1 Two children were killed during a blast in a scrap dump near the Torkham border. They were 
playing with a booby-trapped bomb, which was like a toy. 

14 Some Hazara women who oppose the Tahban are raising a women's battalion to fight the 
Taliban, Eng. Faiza Falah, a female member of the Central Council of Hazara Women, Hezb-i- 
Wahdat said at a secret location. She added that they were training a group of 25 educated 
women to become officers in the army of Hizb-i-Wahdat party. 

14 UNHCR expressed its concern over the German court's refiisal to grant political asylum to two 
prominent communist Afghan leaders, associated with former Afghan President Najibullah. 

14 Taliban authorities rejected a UN appeal to lift the blockade of the opposition-held central 
Hazarajat region, hit by a food crisis. 

15 Sarhad Chamber of Commerce and Industries (SCCI) asked the NWFP Government to make 
arrangements for the early repatriation of Afghan refiigees to their country. The President of 
SCCI, Haji Haleem Jan, said the presence of Afghan nationals in Peshawar and other parts of 
the Province was badly affecting local trade and business. 

14 The Taliban would dispatch a high level delegation to the United States to negotiate the multi- 
billion Pakistan-Turkmen gas pipeline project with UNOCAL, a Government source, said. 
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16 Kabul authorities approached the United Nations and ICRC to exhume and transport the 
reported 2,000 bodies of Taliban killed by opposition forces in Jawzjan Province. The twenty 
mass graves were unearthed by Gen. Rashid Dostum. 

1 8 The Taliban administration ordered security forces in Kabul to shut down businesses and stop 
traffic by closing main inter-sections, for prayers. 

22 According to reports. Gen. Malik fled to Turkmenistan after his forces were defeated in 
Maimana by Gen. Rashid Dostum. 

27 Taliban gave an undertaking to the international agencies that it would not segregate female 
patients and would provide health care facilities without any discrimination. Taliban sources 
reported. 

29 Taliban refused to attend a three day intra Afghan conference organized in the Esfahan, Iran.. 

30 Four people linked to drug smuggling were shot dead by Russian police along the Tajikistan- 
Afghanistan border as they tried to cross the border. 



DECEMBER 

2 Doctor Wasim Ludin, Director(AHSAO) was injured when eight assailants entered his home 
and opened fire on him. 

2 According to a report, Ahmad Shah Masood released 5 1 Taliban prisoners who had been held 
in jail in Panjsher valley. 

2 About 3,250 Germany-based Afghan volunteers donated between 500-50,000 German Marks 
each to organize a conference to find a peaceful and negotiated solution for the Afghan 
conflict. 



3 ICRC airlifted 48 Taliban prisoners held in Mazar-i-Sharif to Jalalabad. 

3 Taliban in a statement which came on the eve of Global Conference in Ottawa, Canada 
declared its full support to the International Campaign to Ban Land-mines and called on the 
world community to sign the Global Treaty. 

4 Taliban and Abdul Rashid Dostum exchanged more then 250 prisoners. 

5 Taliban accused Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum of backing out of his promise in the exchange of 
prisoners. It had been promised that three Taliban pilots would be freed as part of their 
agreement. 
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8 The Canadian High Commission announced that their Government, through the Canadian 
International Development Agency (CIDA) had contributed an additional US$ 12.3 million 
towards continuing international relief efforts in support of the people of Afghanistan. The largest 
contribution was the provision of US$ 9.5 million worth of Canadian wheat to the ICRC, US$ 1 . 1 
million to provide health services related to de-mining, relief and protection work, to assist the 
repatriation and re-integration of Afghan refugees. Canada is contributing a further US$ 730,000 
to UNHCR. UNOCHA will also receive US$ 250,000 for the coordination of humanitarian relief 

9 The World Food Program announced that in view of the acute food shortage in Pakistan, it would 
loan the Government of Pakistan 10,000 metric tonnes of wheat from stocks held for the 
Afghanistan Country- Program. 

10 Statistics from ICRC showed that since March the price of wheat-flour in Kabul had risen from 
about Afs.40,000 (US$ 1.75) to Afs. 67,667 (US$ 2.96) for a seven kilogram bag. 

10 In a two-hour meeting. Acting Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs Mullah Sher Mohammad 
Stanakzai invited UN officials to move their operations to Kabul. 'We would like UN agencies 
not to operate from Pakistan, we can use their aid more effectively if they are based in Kabul." 
Stanakzai also assured UN officials that female expatriate staff would not face any problems. 
''These rules only apply to our own women," he said, referring to the banning of Afghan women 
from the work-place and education. 

1 0 The chief Taliban spokesman in Kabul, Amir Khan Muttaqi, said that the authorities had done 
everything in their power to halt the price hikes, but said lack of resources had hampered their 
efforts. "Our nation will not be upset with us. Our leaders eat the same dishes as ordinary people". 

15 The Pakistan Government turned down a request from the Taliban in which they demanded 5000 
metric tons of wheat, saying that Pakistan itself was going through a severe wheat shortage and it 
w^ould be impossible to spare any for the time being. 



MAY 

15 The UN aid agencies, in Afghanistan, reported that people were begging in the streets of Afghan 
cities including Kabul for bread rather than for money. Some parents were said to be so desperate 
that they were trying to give away their children, because they could not afford to feed them. 

22 WFP (World Food Program) announced that it was sending convoys of wheat and wheat flour to 
Kabul and Jalalabad alternately on a daily basis. The wheat was being sent in 300 metric tonnes 
shipments on convoys consisting of between 12 to 20 trucks. 7000 tons of wheat and wheat flour 
would be sent to Kabul, and 4500 tonnes designated for Jalalabad. 
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7 Taliban warned Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum^s envoy Maulavi Abdul Baqi Turkestani who 
was visiting Kandahar, that they would put him under house arrest if their five pilots being 
held in northern Afghanistan were not released. 

7 Six people were killed and others seriously injured when a speeding passenger vehicle collided 
with a tree near Pak-Afghan border. 

9 US officials told the Taliban that the proposed pipeline will not be supported by them until 
there is peace in the country. 

1 0 Opposition leader, Abdul Rashid Dostum, freed five Taliban air force pilots. 

1 1 BBC reported that a high-ranking United Nations team, headed by the UN Special Reporter on 
Human Rights, Professor Paik, had started his investigation into the killing of thousands of 
Taliban in northern Afghanistan. 

1 1 Hezb-e-Wahdat decided to release 10 Taliban held in their central stronghold in Bamyan. This 
was stated by a Red Cross spokesman. 

12 Based on a report, Burhanudin Rabbani attended the Summit of the OIC, as an observer. 

12 Burhanudin Rabbani described his talks in OIC with Prime Minster Nawaz Sharif as "useful" 
and accepted his invitation to visit Pakistan for further talks on how to solve the Afghan crisis. 

13 Three Afghan nationals, traveling on Pakistani passports, issued by the local passport office, 
were arrested at Jeddah airport, on charges of drug smuggling. 

13 Eng. Faiz Mohammad Commander of Hezb-i-Islami was shot dead, by unidentified persons at 
Shamshatoo Afghan Refugee Camp in Peshawar 

13 UN investigators said they had found hundreds of bodies in a desert area in Mazar-i-Sharif, the 
hands of many of them were tied behind their backs before they were killed. 

1 3 The Governor of Badakhshan Province, Sayed Amin, said that Badakhshan was facing severe 
food shortages this winter. 

17 A high level US delegation urged Taliban to hold negotiations with the rival factions, 
particularly with leader of Northern alliance so that a lasting solution to the Afghan civil war 
could be achieved without further delay and added that the US Government was ready to 
extend all possible help to displaced Afghans. 

17 Ahmad Shah Masood warned Pakistani Taliban not to involve themselves in the Afghan 
conflicts. It could have serious consequences for them. In an interview in Taloqan he said that 
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the Pakistani Taliban should concentrate on education instead of joining hands with the 
Afghan Taliban to inflict excesses against the Afghan people. 

1 8 Taliban declined an appeal by the UN special envoy Dr. Norbert Holl to lift the road-blockade 
for food supphes to Bamyan. 

1 8 Taliban Chief Mullah Mohammad Omar, proposed peace talks with Burhanudin Rabbani "to 
establishing peace and Islamic law in the country". 

20 Nawaz Sharif announced a donation of wheat, food items and winter clothing to the suffering 
Afghans in Bamyan Province. 

20 The Taliban authorities agreed in principal to allow Pakistanis to use Afghanistan territory to 
reach the land -locked Chitral area via Kunar Province. 

22 Burhanudin Rabbani said that fighting and bloodshed in Afghanistan should stop before the 
month of Ramazan and constructive talks for finding a solution to the current crisis should be 
started with the Taliban. 

22 An Iranian diplomat was allowed to visit 15 Iranian aid workers kidnapped and imprisoned by 
Taliban in Kandahar. The workers were reported missing in September this year in Mazar-i- 
Sharif. He called on Taliban for their immediate release. 

23 Kabul is currently suffering one of the world's largest outbreaks of a skin diseases cutaneous 
leishmaniasis, which is affecting about 7 percent of city's 1.2 million population. Health Net 
International experts said. 

23 A commander of Itihad-e-Islami, Haji Zyarat was gunned down in the Jallozai refugee camp in 
Nowshera, near to Peshawar. 

23 Prof Burhanudin Rabbam visited Pakistan on an invitation by Nawaz Sharif to discuss ways 
and means of resolving the protracted conflict in Afghanistan. 

27 Taliban were accused of detaining 1,000 Hazara men, who had been jailed in Pul-e-Charkhi 
prison. According to reports, a house to house search for Hazara men was conducted by the 
Taliban in Kabul city. 

27 Forces loyal to Ahmad Shah Masood captured the town of Alasay in Kapisa province northeast 
of Kabul. According to reports, som^ 15 Taliban were reported killed in the fighting. 

29 Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum urged the Taliban to withdraw their forces from northern parts of 
the country, particularly Badghis Province and announce a cease-fire during the month of 
Ramazan. 
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JUNE 

4 The Afghan Consulate in Peshawar, Wali Naeemi, on behalf of the Peshawar based Afghan 
Consul General at the General Assembly of Afghan NGOs Coordination Bureau (ANCB), 
asked the NGOs to move inside Afghanistan and coordinate with the Taliban administration. 

4 UNHCR and Government of Pakistan geared up combined activities to prepare the 1.2 million 
registered Afghan refugees' lists for repatriation to Afghanistan. 

10 Acting Afghan Minister for Industries and Minerals, Maulavi Ahmad Jan met an Argentinian 
private sector delegation and discussed the Pakistan-Turkmenistan oil gas pipeline project. 

16 Afghan women have been banned from working with foreign organizations in northern areas 
under the control of the anti-Taliban alliance. 



JULY 

16 The ambassador of Egypt to Pakistan, announced a donation of more than 2,000 kilograms of 
medical supplies worth US$44,000 for Afghan refugees. 

... It was reported that WHO had started a rehabilitation project of major hospitals in Kabul. The 
project with a total cost of US$ 4.35 million was to rehabilitate three major hospitals in Kabul- 
Rabia Balkhi, Ibn Sina emergency and Ibn Sina Infectious Disease hospitals.. 

22 Foreign relief workers prepared to evacuate the Afghan capital as the fighting neared Kabul. 

24 A group of 20 expatriate aid workers pulled out of Kabul in the face of continuing anti-Taliban 
assault north of the city. 

27 The First Secretary, Afghan Consulate said that a team of four German and two Afghan doctors 
left for Afghanistan to operate on patients in Kabul, Jalalabad and Ghazni. The team had brought 
highly sophisticated surgical equipment and medicines to conduct operations on patients, whose 
treatment otherwise could not have been possible in Afghanistan. 



AUGUST 

The UN Secretary General's Special Envoy, Lakhdar Brahimi, said in an interview with Voice of 
America, that the International community was getting tired of providing money to Afghanistan 
where fighting has continued for some two decades. The aid community was veiling to help 
rebuild Afghanistan only if the fighting stops and a peace process gets underway. 

... The World Food Program (WFP) had ferried 1,800 MT of wheat, 74 MT of edible oil and 2 diesel 
fuel tanks in barges across the Oxus river to Afghanistan following Uzbekistan's recent decision 
to reopen its river border with Afghanistan. 
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1 3 Pakistan's Foreign Minister said that Pakistan would not force Afghan refugees out of its territory; 
but would assist their voluntary repatriation by taking part in developmental projects for which the 
Government had allocated Rs. 163 miUion for the year 1997-1998. 

28 A Taliban official said that they were about to sign a gas and oil pipe line deal worth US$ 2.5 
billion with an Argentinian company. 

SEPTEMBER 

2 BBC reported that Japan had donated US$1 million for the Afghanistan Mine Clearance 
Program. 

3 According to UN de-mining office in Kabul, mine clearance operations in Afghanistan may 
collapse, as 60 percent of the United Nations de-mining program faces threat of closure by the 
end of September or early October, said Tahsin Disbudak, Regional Manager (UNOCHA). 

1 3 Cees Rietveld, Coordinator for the European Community Humanitarian Organization (ECHO) 
said that humanitarian aid to Afghanistan had been dealt a shattering blow by the looting of 
agencies in Mazar-i-Sharif ECHO, which channels US$45 million of European funding to 
Afghanistan per year, had all of their supported agencies struck by the chaos in Mazar-i-Sharif 

25 A five-day workshop on the Strategic Framework for Afghanistan took place. Some 70 
representatives, fi'om various countries, NGOs, the World Bank and different UN agencies, as 
well as prominent Afghan personalities participated in the workshop. 

The UN made it clear that it would continue to maintain the principle of gender equity in 
Afghanistan despite the expulsion of three of its international staff members by the Taliban 
authorities from Kandahar. 

29 Taliban administration ordered three UN officials to leave the Kandahar Province of Afghanistan 
after they walked out of a meeting in which a woman member of a UNHCR delegation was asked 
to speak from behind a curtain. 

30 European Union Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid, Emma Bonino and her team were 
detained by the Taliban authorities in Kabul for over three hours. They were accused of 
breaking Taliban rules by filming in a women's hospital. Ms. Bonino's trip was to raise 
concerns over the restriction placed on women. The team received an apology from the 
Afghan Foreign Ministry and the EU stated there would not be any move to suspend EU 
humanitarian aid to Afghanistan. 

OCTOBER 

1 Taliban tendered apologies to Ms. Emma Bonino, European Union Commissioner, for the 
misunderstanding between Taliban police and her reporters. Speaking in a conference, Ms. 
Bonino said that ECHO would continue to give assistance to Afghanistan. 
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8 It was reported that UNICEF had begun to train a group of 15 mental health workers. These 
workers are supposed to help children cope with trauma and grief. The group is comprised of 
local Afghan staff from various NGOs, the Kabul Mental Health Institute, the Afghan Ministry of 
Public Health and UNICEF. 

23 It was reported that the United States had recently contributed US$3 million to remove some of 
the estimated 10 million land-mines in Afghanistan. 

The Government of Denmark announced its intention to donate US$0.6 million to UNOCHA's 
Mine Action Programme. 

25 An international consortium led by the US company, UNOCAL, signed a US$2 billion deal to 
build a gas pipeline from Turkmenistan to Pakistan via Afghanistan. 

Taliban official Mullah Amir Khan Muttaqi, said that no deal had been finalized with any foreign 
companies for a pipeline to take Turkmenistan's gas to Pakistan through Afghanistan. 

26 The United Nations High Commissions for Refiigees (UNHCR) had planned repatriation of the 
last batch of Tajik refiigees from Sakhi Camp near the northern Mazar-i-Sharif 

30 Pakistan and Afghanistan signed an agreement for the supply of 600,000 Mt. of wheat to 
Afghanistan. Under the agreement, Pakistan would provide the wheat at the rate of 50,000 Mt. 
per month at Rs. 9 per kilogram over one year. 



NOVEMBER 

4 Taliban in Jalalabad destroyed 20 heroin laboratories and gave three-days notice to the traders 
and manufacturers of narcotics to stop the business or face action. These laboratories were 
producing more than 1,000 Kg of heroin a day and have been recognized as the biggest heroin 
producing laboratories in Afghanistan. The Taliban action has apparently come after the recent 
signing of an agreement with the United Nations to ban poppy cultivation. 

6 Canadian High Commissioner, Marie Andree Beauchemin presented a donation of Rs. 1.48m 
for Afghan women's training in the Medical Section of the Ahmad Shah Abdali University, 
Peshawar and the training of 15 girls in the dental clinic for Afghan refiigees. 

7 The WFP representative for Afghanistan, said that the stock of 3,800 tonnes of wheat in 
Hairatan and Mazar-i-Sharif had been looted by commanders to feed their troops" and the 
food crisis in Hazarajat is a "major potential emergency" and it was the blocked for three 
months. He added that in just the three affected districts, there are 150.000 people who face 
life threatening hunger this winter and many will not survive. 
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1 3 The UN repeated its appeal to Taliban authorities to lift the four-month blockade of the 
Ghazni-Kabul trade and aid route, that is exacerbating a serious food crisis in the central 
Afghanistan region of Hazarajat. 

13 Mullah Mohammad Abbas, Minister of Health, held a meeting with NGO representatives 
involved in the health sector. The aim of the meeting was to frame a strategy, through mutual 
understanding, to ensure maximum coordination between the NGOs and MoPH. 

19 WFP Afghanistan launched a Bamyan Emergency Operation, to provide assistance to the 
people of Bamyan. WFP appealed to donors for the US$500,000 needed for this effort. 

23 The first WFP food trucks reached Bamyan in central Afghanistan to deliver potatoes for the 
hungry population of western Hazarajat. 

24 Following a UN appeal the Taliban agreed they would lift the Hazarajat blockade, as long as 
UN guaranteed that supplies "do not get in to the hands of military groups" said Mullah 
Mohammad Hassan, Governor of Kandahar 

27 The United Nations was considering an airlift of food supplies to Bamyan, central 
Afghanistan, after Taliban jefiisal to allow wheat convoys to pass through their areas. 

27 A UN statement stated, that the Pakistan Government had given permission to airlift food 
supplies from Peshawar to Bamyan. The WFP source said the stranded convoy would be 
brought back to Pakistan and the operation to Bamyan started. 

27 The United Nations agreed a deal with the Taliban to fight the widespread cultivation of 
poppy, used in heroin production in Afghanistan. A UN official is said to have reached an 
agreement with Taliban which committed them (the Taliban) to eliminating all new growing of 
poppy and all the laboratories of heroin refining. 



DECEMBER 

1 According to reports, UNHCR succeeded to repatriate 77,000 Afghan refiigees from both 
Pakistan and Iran inside Afghanistan from 1 January to 3 1 October 1997. 

8 The Ambassador of China to Pakistan, Zhang Cheng Li, handed over a substantial donation of 
relief items for Afghanistan to UNHCR. The items included medicines, sweaters, shoes and 
black tea worth 3 million Yen (around US $ 360,000). UNHCR officials said that the 
donated medicines would be flown from Peshawar to Bamyan and 6,000 blankets, 12,000 
sweaters, 8,000 pairs of shoes and 17,000 kg of tea would be split between Hazarajat and other 
areas including Kabul, Kandahar, Jalalabad and Herat. 
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9 The United States told the Tahban delegation to enter into negotiations with rival factions for 
a political settlement of the civil war and cooperate with the United Nations in its peace efforts 
in Afghanistan. 

29 Mullah Mohammad Omar, accused the United Nations of undermining Islam by trying to 
impose western notions of human rights. He added that increased women's rights would pave 
the way for adultery which in turn would lead to the "destruction of Islam." 
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Pakistan and Turkmenistan signed an agreement 
setting the objectives for the US$2.5 bilUon 
"Turianenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan" gas 
pipeline construction project, which would begin 
next year. 

August 

The UN Secretary General's Special Envoy, 
Lakhdar Brahimi, said in an interview with Voice 
of America, that the intemational community was 
getting tired of providing money to Afglianistan 
where fighting has continued for some two 
decades. The aid community was willing to help 
rebuild Afghanistan only if tlie fighting stops and a 
peace process gets underway. 

Abdul Rahim Ghaforzai, a key leader of the anti- 
Taliban alliance and also the recently appointed 
Prime Minister in the Rabbani Government, was 
killed in a plane crash while travelhng to Bamyan 
to hold talks with the Hezb-i-Wahdat leader on 
formation of a new cabinet. 

Mohammad Khatami took the oath of the office of 
President of the Islamic Repubhc of Iran on 4 
August at a ceremony held in the Iranian 
Parliament. 

A local group of Afghans, organised under a 
Taliban Support Group (TSG), urged the British 
Government to close the Afghan Embassy in 
London, housing Northern Alliance diplomats. 

The US State Department decided to temporarily 
suspend all diplomatic contacts with the Afglian 
Mission in Washington. 

September 

A five-day workshop on the Strategic Framework 
for Afghanistan took place in Islamabad. 

Gen. Abdul Malik quit Mazar-i-Sharif, following 
an apparent coup by allied factions (Hezb-i- 
Wahdat, ex-Government troops and forces loyal 
to Malik predecessor General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum). 



Chaotic looting broke out in Mazar-i-Sharif as 
TaUban fighters advanced on the city. 
Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum, who had taken 
refiige in Turkey in May, returned to Mazar-i- 
Sharif 

Taliban administration ordered three UN 
officials to leave the Kandahar Province of 
Afghanistan afl:er they walked out of a meeting 
in which a woman member of a UNHCR 
delegation was asked to speak from behind a 
curtain. 

October 

Gen. Dostum was named Vice-President of the 
Burhanudin Rabbani Government. 

A large gathering of 28 significant Afghan groups, 
except Taliban, ended in Istanbul, Turkey. The 
gathering backed King Zahir Shah's plan for 
settiement of Afghan problem and invited him to 
return to Afghanistan. 

November 

Taliban in Jalalabad destroyed 20 heroin 
laboratories and gave three-days notice to the 
traders and manufacturers of narcotics to stop the 
business or face action. 

The US Secretary of State, Madeleine Albright, 
accused all Afghan factions of denying women's 
rights. She expressed solidarity with Afghan 
women, whilst addressing students and staff of 
Bibi Maryam girls school run by IRC in Nasir 
Bagh Camp. 

Gen. Malik fled to Turkmenistan after his forces 
were defeated in Maimana by Gen. Rashid 
Dostum. 

December 

UN investigators found hundreds of bodies of 
Taliban in a desert area in Mazar-i-Sharif, the 
hands of many of them were tied behind their 
backs before they were killed. 



KEY AFGHANI EXCHANGE RATES IN 1997 



The following provides some key average exchange rates on a monthly basis during 1997: 



1997 


Afs./Rupees 


Afs./US $ 


Rupees/US $ 


January 


593 


23,767 


40.0799 


February 


505 


20,240 


40.0799 


March 


530 


21,242 


40.0799 


April 


555 


22,244 


40.0799 


May 


570 


23,000 


40.3496 


June 


505 


20,377 


40.3496 


July 


530 


21,454 


40.4795 


August 


553 


22,385 


40.4795 


September 


541 


21,900 


40.4795 


October 


540 


21,860 


44.0060 


November 


565 


22,871 


44.0060 


December 


575 


23,276 


44.0060 
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PREFACE 



ACBAR is once again very pleased to make available the '"News Summary on Afghanistan" for 
the year 1997. 

This ACBAR publication, has been produced by extracting the significant events reported in 
different Pakistani newspapers - The News, Frontier Post, Muslim and The Nation. No personal 
or organizational views have been included in this publication. 

To make it easy for the readers, the important events have been listed under the following topics: 



■ Aid and Economic developments; 

■ Military developments; 

■ Political development; 

■ Security matters; and 

■ Other news. 





Charles A MacFadden 
Executive Director 
June 1998 
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SELECTED EVENTS OF 1997 



January 

A major conference on Afghanistan opened in the 
Turkmen capital!. Aslikabad. witli a call by UN 
Under-Secretan- General Yakaslii Akashi for 
urgent assistance to rebuild tlie country and tlius 
help restore pe<ice. The Conference, organised by 
the UN. was attended by some 200 persons 
representing donor organisiitions, NGOs and UN 
agencies as well as tlie Asian Development Bank 
and World Bank. 

Pakistan as the first country to have a diplomatic 
presence in Kabul, re-opened its Embass\^ in the 
Afghan capital. 

The Taliban authorities allowed male students to 
attend their classes in Nangarhar Medical 
Facult\', but halted entry of females to tlie faculty. 

February 

A group of 50 Afghan demonstrators gathered in 
front of tlie Pakistan Consulate in New York, 
USA and tlie Pakistan N/hssion to the United 
Nations and shouted slogans against Pakistan 
saying "Pakistan get out of Afghanistan'' and 
"Taliban agents of Pakistan", the group threw 
eggs on the adjacent diplomatic offices. 

Nawaz Sharif took the oath as Prime Minister of 
Pakistan for the second time. 

The Taliban detained two Frenchmen working 
with the French-based humanitarian group Action 
Contre la Faim (ACF). Five Afghan males 
working for the organisation were also held. The 
seven were held, following a farewell lunch on 2 1 
February by ACF's local female members for two 
female expatriates of the aid organisation, who 
had completed their mission. 

March 

The Amr Bil Maruf Wa Nahi Anil Munkir 
Department of the Taliban sent copies of the 16 
point set of rules to the offices of the UN agencies, 
foreign-funded NGOs and all the concerned 
Government Departments for its implementation: 

Tlie ammimition dump explosion in the eastern 
Afglian city of Jalalabad on 19 March was 
described as one of the largest accidental 
explosions ever in a built up area. 



Celebrations for the Afghan New Ye^u". or 
Nawroz. which marks the first day of spring were 
banned by tlie Taliban as un-Islamic, according to 
an official announcement: ''Celebration of New 
Year has no special importance in the fi:amework 
of Shariat (Islamic law), rather it is prohibited" 
reported radio Shariat. 

At least 80 people died after a series of 
avalanches and freezing weather struck the 
mountainous Salang pass north of Kabul. 

Some 70-80 officials were to be terminated from 
almost all Government Departments on account 
of violating the instructions issued by the Taliban. 

April 

A Taliban commander Abdul Wahid said that ''if 
we managed to break through the rival factions, 
the statue of "Big Buddha" would be dynamited." 

May 

Pakistan accorded fonnal recognition to the 
Taliban Government in Afghanistan, becoming the 
first country to do so, a day after the Tahban 
captured the strategic area of Mazar-i-Sharif 

Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates 
recognised the Taliban regime. 

The chief of Uzbeks and President of Ittihadia 
Walayat Shamal Afghanistan, Azad Beg was 
killed along with eight others in a helicopter crash 
in Balkh Province. 

June 

A massive explosion rocked Kabul as a Tahban 
ammunition dump on the eastern city went up in 
smoke, showering shrapnel into residential areas. 

July 

The Afghan opposition alliance announced the 
revival of the Rabbani Government. 

Five armed Afghans who identified themselves as 
Taliban robbed the house of a foreign female staff 
member of the United Nations. "They beat up 
the Chowkidar and the house was ransacked." 



Ill 



